
 

NBLSA MOCK TRIAL TEAM ARTICLE 
Congratulations to Thurgood Marshall School of Law’s Black Law Students Association’s (BLSA) Mock 

Trial Team for placing second at the National Black Law Student Association’s National Thurgood Marshall 

Mock Trial Competition (NBLSA’s National Competition), held in Baltimore Maryland, March 9-13, 2016.  

The team, comprised of 3Ls Julianna Shaw and Sasha Missick and 2Ls Kevin Christensen and Davis Somo-

ye, is the first Thurgood Marshall School of Law team, in recent memory, to place in the finals.  The team 

was coached by alumnus Letitia Quinones, Class of 1998.  

The BLSA team’s championship run began in January in Denver, Colorado, where they won the NBLSA 

Rocky Mountain Regional competition; Christensen won Best Advocate at the competition.  The team then 

traveled to Baltimore, Maryland to compete in NBLSA’s National Competition against 17 other regional 

championship teams from across the United States. 

Before advancing to the Championship round, Thurgood’s team competed in five rounds against highly 

skilled and polished teams from schools such as New York University, Florida State University, and Har-

vard.   

The undefeated, 5-0, BLSA team advanced to the championship round where they faced DePaul University, 

who was 4-1.   The team put forth a valiant effort from opening statement to closing argument, against De-

Paul, who went on to win the round by three points.   

Placing second at the NBLSA’s National Competition is a great accomplishment, not only for the team, but 

for Thurgood School of Law, because this significant win exemplifies the dedication of the students and 

coaches to the school’s trial advocacy program. 

“We, at the school are proud of the accomplishment of the team!  The team’s success is a testament to the 

development and evolution of the skills of each team member during the sequence of their course, prac-

tice, and earlier competition experiences,” Dean Holley 
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In addition to the BLSA Mock Trial Team, Thurgood’s Mock Trial Program, led by alumnus Valerie G. 

Jewett, Class of 1998, sent teams to the Texas Young Lawyers/American College of Trial Lawyers National 

Mock Trial Competition (NTC), American Association for Justice Mock Trial Competition (AAJ), American 

Bar Association Trial Competition (ABA), St. Mary’s Lone Star Classic Mock Trial Competition (Lone Star 

Classic), and South Texas Mock Trial Challenge (South Texas).   

More than 150 accredited law schools and all of the Canadian schools participate in the National Trial Com-

petition.  Thurgood’s NTC teams consisted of 3Ls Zarinah Cogbill and Ashley Ramos and 2Ls Timothy Ad-

ams, Alya Vasquez, and Chris Marshall.  These students competed against the best of the best from each 

school in our region; although the teams did not advance to the quarterfinals, at the end of two rounds, one 

team placed in the top eight and the second team in the top twelve out of twenty-four teams.  Thurgood was 

one of the few schools with two teams in the top twelve after two rounds. 

The AAJ team, composed of 2Ls, Charles Bush, Amber Chambers, Smaranda Draghia, and Rick Hernandez 

went into the third round of the competition in the top eight out of sixteen teams; the team missed advancing 

to the top four by a few points.  This team’s accomplishment is especially notable as none of the members 

had ever competed in a mock trial competition. 

The ABA and St. Mary’s teams competed in the fall; both competitions served as a “training ground” for 

team members, with almost all of them competing on one of the spring teams.  The St. Mary’s team, although 

not winning the competition, won Most Professional Team.   

Assisting with the coaching of the mock trial teams were alumni Dyan Owens, Joey Washburn, and John Paul 

Cedillo, class of 2013; Tonika Davis, class of 2012; and Kristy Blurton, class of 2014; and Christopher 

Bloom. 
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Meet the Members of TMSL’s Winning Mock Trial Team:  

Juliana Shaw is currently in her  third and final year  of law school at Thurgood 

Marshall School of Law-Texas Southern University. The youngest of six, Juliana 

was born and raised in Wichita, Kansas. After graduating from Northeast Magnet 

High School as her school’s Valedictorian in 2009, she went on to attend Howard 

University in Washington, D.C., where she received her Bachelors in Business Ad-

ministration with a concentration in Management in 2013. During her time in law 

school,  Juliana has become very active in the organizations on her campus. Current-

ly, she is involved in the Thurgood Marshall Law Review in which her associate edi-

tor article was chosen for publishing; the Student Bar Association;  the Board of Ad-

vocates, and the Mock Trial Program. She also serves as a Research Assistant for Professor L. Darnell 

Weeden. Juliana is looking forward to graduation this coming May in which she will be the second in her 

family to graduate from Thurgood Marshall School of Law following her sister Stacy Shaw who graduated in 

2009.  Juliana is interested in practicing and litigating criminal law, and looks forward to starting her journey 

into the legal field.  

 

Sasha Missick is currently in her  third and final year  of law school at Thurgood 

Marshall School of Law-Texas Southern University. The youngest of three, Sasha 

Missick is a Bahamian- American from Miami, Florida. After graduating from 

North Miami Senior High School at the top of her class, Sasha went on to attend the 

University of Florida in Gainesville, Fl, where she again graduated at the top of her 

graduating class. During her time in law school, Sasha has become very active in the 

organizations on her campus. She has been involved in the immigration legal clinic; 

the Black Law Student Association serving as their community service chair; the 

chief justice of Phi Alpha Delta; the Student Bar Association; and the Mock Trial 

Program. Sasha is looking forward to graduation this coming May in which she will not only be the first in 

her family to graduate from college, but now the first in her family to gain a professional degree. Sasha plans 

practice in the area of criminal law.  

 

Davis Somoye is cur rently in his second year  of law school at Thurgood Mar-

shall School of Law-Texas Southern University. Davis is a first generation Nigerian

-American born in Houston Texas. Davis excelled in high school allowing him to 

gain acceptance to attend the University of Houston. Davis received his bachelor’s 

degree in marketing and quickly set his eyes on his next goal, gaining admissions to 

law school. In 2014, Davis began his first year of laws school at Thurgood Marshall 

School of Law and since beginning, he has excelled academically and has partici-

pated in the mock trial program. Davis will be graduating in 2017 and looks for-

ward to a promising career as a criminal attorney.  
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Meet the Members of TMSL’s Winning Mock Trial Team (cont’d.):  

Kevin Christiansen is currently in his second year  of law school at Thurgood 

Marshall School of Law- Texas Southern University.  His father is an attorney who has 

his own solo practice, The Christiansen Law Firm, so Christiansen grew up helping out 

at his law practice and learning the law. Christiansen grew up in Katy Texas and 

served a church mission from 2009-2011 in Stockholm, Sweden, and then returned to 

graduate from BYU (Brigham Young University) with a major in psychology. He 

moved back to Houston for law school and chose TSU. Christiansen aspires to be a 

law professor at TSU for his future career where he can help the next generations of 

lawyers become truly great. He credits his mock trial coach, Letitia Quinones, who 

Christiansen says, “…gives so much (time, energy) to this school freely, and it has made me realize how im-

portant it is for us to give back.”  

 

The Coach – Attorney Letitia Quinones  

Letitia D. Quinones br ings over  17 years of cr iminal law practice to her  clients in 

Houston, throughout the state of Texas, and across the nation.  A graduate of Thurgood 

Marshall School of Law, Letitia began her legal career in a partnership and went on to 

branch out in 2003 under the tutelage of Robert A. Jones.  After spending 5 years    

under the guidance of Robert A. Jones, Letitia branched out and started her own prac-

tice as a sole practitioner.  In 2011, she was offered and accepted the opportunity to 

work with Chip Lewis.  Letitia now has two offices located in Houston and focuses her 

practice on personal injury and criminal defense.  Criminal defense is her passion and 

she fights hard and tirelessly to preserve the rights of the people.   

Letitia has made an exceptional name for herself as a criminal trial lawyer and enjoys 

over a 90% success rate in felony criminal trials.  Letitia fights cases from misdemean-

ors to federal felonies.  To review some of Letitia success cases, please visit her firm’s 

website at qmlawfirm.com. 

Letitia is a single parent of two wonderful girls, ages 12 and 21 and has worked very hard to achieve success 

and the respect of her peers.  As a African-American female, it was not always easy to over-come the stereo 

types that exist in a Caucasian-male dominated field, however Letitia’s motto is “With hard work, due dili-

gence, and using God’s naturally given gift for his good – YOU CANNOT FAIL!” 

 

1207 S Shepherd  

Houston, Texas 77019 

(713) 523-7878 Office 

(713) 523-7887 Fax 

letitia@qmlawfirm.com 

Norfolk Tower  

2211 Norfolk Street 

Houston, Texas 77098 

(713) 481-7420 Office 

(713) 714-8670 Fax 
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FREDERICK DOUGLASS MOOT 

COURT TEAM 
 

Congratulations is in order 
again to the Frederick 
Douglass Moot Court 
team of Nicci Campbell 
and Jasmine Yates for 
winning 1st place at the 

National Black Law Student 
Association Regional Com-
petition.  Ms. Yates was also 
named “Best Oral Advocate” 
during this competition.  The 
regional team was coached 

by Alum Anthony Hynes and Professor Ledesma.  In 
March, 2016 Ms. Yates and Ms. Campbell again put 
their skills to the test as they competed in the National 
Black Law Student Association National Competition 
held in Baltimore, Maryland, hosted again by the Na-
tional Black Law Student Association.  The coaches 
for this national team were Alum Anthony Hynes, 
Professor Margarite Butler and Attorney Joseph 
Tung. 

 

CHILD WELFARE MOOT COURT 

COMPETITION 

The National Child Welfare Moot 
Court teams of Susan Watts and 
Kaitlyn Lara; and Glenda Duru 
and Stacy Johnson traveled to Co-
lumbus, Ohio to compete in the 12th 
annual National Adoption Child 
Welfare Moot Court competition 
hosted by the National Center for 
Adoption Law & Policy at Capital 
University Law 

School. This team was 
coached by Attorney Sean 
Darvishi and Professor Ledes-
ma.  Students participating in 
the National Child Welfare 
and Adoption Law Moot 
Court Competition argue current critical issues con-
cerning child welfare and adoption law before a 
state supreme court. Among recent topics: The con-
stitutionality of a state law requiring transfer of fro-
zen embryos by adoption procedures; whether a pu-
tative father should be afforded appointed counsel 

under the protections of the Due Process Clause in 
involuntary parental termination proceedings.  
 

ELLLIOT CUP/DUBERSTEN  
MOOT COURT TEAM 

 

 

 

 

The Duberstein Bankruptcy team of: Stacey Wells; 
Dana Nazarova; Elizabeth Uribe; Roosevelt Eiland; 
and Baltazar Salazar competed in both the Elliot 
Cup Moot Court Competition, held this year in Aus-
tin, Texas and the Duberstein Bankruptcy Moot 
Court Competition, held in New York, New York.  
This team was coached by Judge Leal; Professor 
Colon’ Attorney Brendon Singh; and Alum Bran-
don Davenport. Jointly sponsored by St. John’s 
University School of Law and the American Bank-
ruptcy Institute (ABI), the Annual Duberstein Bank-
ruptcy Moot Court Competition is widely recog-
nized as one of the nation’s preeminent moot court 
competitions. The competition promotes and recog-
nizes the finest oral and written advocacy on signifi-
cant issues in bankruptcy practice. Approximately 
60 law school teams participate, making this the 
largest single site appellate moot court competition.  

THURGOOD MARSHAL FEDERAL BAR  
ASSOCIATION MOOT COURT TEAM  

The Thurgood Marshall 
Federal Bar Association 
Moot Court team consisting 
of Marcella Hagger and  
Ebony Young and 
Shalonda Foster will com-
pete in Washington, D.C. at 
the end of March, 2016.  This team is coached by 
Attorney Andrew McGee and Alum Anthony 
Hynes.  The competition, designed for two-person 
teams, will focus on written briefs as well as oral 
arguments. This year’s topic will address emerging 
issues in federal law. Arguments will be heard in 
Washington, D.C., in conjunction with the Federal 
Bar Association’s mid-year meeting.  
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A committee of the American Bar Association recently approved a change to a law school accreditation 
standard dealing with bar exam passage rates.  

Law schools now have several options to meet the bar exam passage standard, but the committee’s proposal 
would eliminate some methods. Under the proposal by the ABA Section of Legal Education and Admission 
to the Bar’s Standards Review Committee, the sole method remaining would require at least 75 percent of 
graduates who took the bar exam had passed it within two years of graduation. The ABA Journal reported 
that the committee passed the “tougher but simpler” proposal Feb. 12.  

Current standards allow a school to take more time to show a 75 percent passage rate. Schools also have alter-
natives. Among others, it can show that its first-time bar passage rate is not more than 15 points below the 
average rate for law schools in its state.  

Texas Lawyer emailed the 10 Texas law school deans to see what they think about the proposal. Here are  
answers from four deans who responded by deadline, edited for style and length.  

Texas Lawyer: What are your thoughts about how this proposal, if finally adopted, would impact the law 
school community in Texas, especially your school?  

See Dean Holley’s response below... 

Texas Southern University Thurgood Marshall School of Law Dean Dannye Holley:  

The proposal is ill-advised. The timing is especially ill-advised in light of the plummeting 
bar passage rates in Texas and around the country. It will produce a two-tiered world of 
accreditation in many states: those who because of their Law School Admissions Test po-
sitioning will always satisfy the proposed standard, and those constantly having to make 
supplication to the accreditation committee and council. Among the persistent supplicants 
would be those schools such as Thurgood Marshall School of Law, who do the heavy lift-
ing with respect to diversity. We produced about 40 percent of newly licensed African-
American attorneys in the state of Texas in recent years. … For years the ABA has failed 
to properly administer the first-time bar passage “gap” standard. This proposal purports to 

drop that standard, and both current ultimate bar passage standards without an explanation of why the current 
ultimate standards fail to provide a benchmark that is fair to all 200 law schools and their quite different but 
justifiable missions. The proposal, if adopted, would make a significant contribution to the current downward 
spiral in the perception of the quality of legal education.  

 

You may also view the digital version of the Texas Lawyer cover story in its entirety by CLICKING THE 

LINK BELOW: 

http://www.texaslawyer.com/id=1202750285524/Texas-Law-Deans-React-to-Accreditation-Proposal?
kw=Texas%20Law%20Deans%20React%20to%20Accreditation%20Proposal&cn=20160222&pt=PM%
20Alert&src=EMC-Email&et=editorial&bu=Texas%20Lawyer&slreturn=20160222142720#  
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Professor Lydia Johnson accepted an 
invitation to serve on the AALS Plan-
ning Committee for the 2017 Conference 
on Clinical Legal Education, which will 
be held in Denver, CO.  Additionally, 
Professor Johnson presented her work-in
-progress, “Juvenile Sex Offenders: 
Should they go to School with Your 

Kids or Create a Pedophile Academy?,” at Concordia 
University School of Law as part of the TMSL schol-
arly exchange with Concordia.  She also spoke to the 
Concordia law students’ Constitutional Law Society 
on the effects of answering questions about expunc-
tions on law school applications, which was ad-
dressed in her recent article, The Illusion of a Second 
Chance: Expunctions versus the Law School and 
State Bar Application Process, 9 FAMU L. Rev. 1 
(2013). 
 
Professor Stephanie Ledesma gave a 
presentation on “Trauma Informed Le-
gal Representation” at the annual attor-
ney training for the Louisiana Public 
Defender’s Office held on February 18
-19 in Baton Rouge, LA.  The Public 
Defender’s Office is responsible for 
providing representation to parents in 
child welfare cases and this statewide training ad-
dresses related issues.  Professor Ledesma based her 
presentation on her work-in-progress, tentatively ti-
tled “Trauma Informed Legal Representation: How 
Zealous Representation of Parents in Child Abuse and 
Neglect Cases Equals Best Interest for Children.”  
 

Professor Shaundra Lewis accepted 
an invitation to speak and present her 
research on the chilling effect of guns on 
campuses at the upcoming Scholars at 
Risk Global Conference in Montreal, 
Canada.  The 2016 Global Conference 
theme is “Universities in a Dangerous 

World: Defending Higher Education Communities & 
Values.”  Professor Lewis’s article, “Bullets and 
Books by Legislative Fiat:  Why Academic Freedom 
and Public Policy Permit Higher Education Institu-
tions to Say No to Guns," will be highlighted as part 
of the conference discussion.  Scholars at Risk is an 
international network of over 400 member institutions 
and thousands of individuals in 39 countries. The 
Global Congress is a biennial event that brings this  

community together to discuss seminal issues facing 
the global higher education sector. 

 
On Friday, Feb. 26, 2016, Professor 
Peter Marchetti presented a paper  
titled “Amending Section 546 of the 
Bankruptcy Code” at the 11th Interna-
tional Conference on Contracts 
(KCON XI), a conference for contracts 
and commercial law scholars.   This 
year, the KCON conference was held 

at St. Mary’s University School of Law in San An-
tonio.  In his presentation, Professor Marchetti dis-
cussed several recent cases that demonstrate how 
the precise parameters of Section 546 of the Bank-
ruptcy Code are unclear.  Namely, Professor argued 
there is a lack of clarity as to exactly what type of 
claims Section 546 preempts.  

On February 17, Professor SpearIt 
gave two presentations at Fairhaven 
College in Bellingham, WA, Sonic 
Jihad: Muslim Hip Hop in the Age of 
Mass Incarceration, https://
vimeo.com/155846881, and Shackles 
Beyond the Sentence: How LFOs 
Create a Permanent Underclass, 
which he also presented on February 20 at the Pov-
erty Law Conference at Seattle University School of 
Law.  On March 4, he published a book review, 
“Crimmigration Law Comes of Age,” on Jotwell 
Criminal Law, http://crim.jotwell.com, and “Fort 
Wayne Killings: Fostering Distrust in Policing” in 
the Islamic Monthly, http://theislamicmonthly.com/
fort-wayne-killings-fostering-distrust-in-
policing/.  Lastly, Professor SpearIt’s work was re-
cently cited in the edited book, Studies in Law, Pol-
itics, and Society (Emerald Publishing 2016), Mute 
and Moot: How Class Action Mootness Procedure 
Silences Inmates,”  63 UCLA L. Rev. 760 (2016), 
‘Immigrants Are Not Criminals’: Respectability, 
Immigration Reform, and Hyperincarceration, 53 
Hou. L. Rev 691 (2016), Why Opposing Hyper-
Incarceration Should be Central to the Work of the 
Anti-Domestic Violence Movement, 5 U. Miami 
Race & Soc. Just. L. Rev. 585 (2015), Crisis and 
Trigger Warnings: Reflections on Legal Education 
and the Social Value of the Law, 90 Chi.-Kent L. 
Rev. 615 (2015),  
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(SpearIt cont’d.) and the online encyclopedia, Medli-

brary, for the entry, “Incarceration in the United 

States,” http://medlibrary.org/medwiki/

Incarceration_in_the_United_States.  

 

Professor L. Darnell Weeden served 
as the Vice Chair of the Southeast/
Southwest People of Color Legal Schol-
arship Conference (SE/SW POC Confer-
ence) Executive Planning Committee 
(EPC) at Florida Agricultural and Me-
chanical University College of Law on 
February 27, 2016. Professor Weeden 

has served as a member of the EPC of the SE/SW 
POC Legal Scholarship Conference since 2005. Dur-
ing the 2016 SE/SW POC Conference, Professor 
Weeden presented as a panelist on “Policing and the 
Community: The Politics and Perceptions of Power 
and Authority.” He discussed whether the Fourth and 
Fourteenth Amendments prohibit the police from im-
plementing and engaging in a racially biased stop-and
-frisk policy, where race is either the predominant or 
the only factor law enforcement utilizes when stop-
ping and frisking individuals.  Professor Weeden ad-
dresses this same topic in his lead law review article, 
entitled Leadership Matters: Saving Judge 
Scheindlin's NYPD Racial Profiling Remedy In Floyd 
V. City Of New York, 36 Whittier L. Rev. 95 (2014).   
The other members on the policing panel were John 
F. Acevedo, Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law, Bar-
ry University and Darrell Duane Jackson, University 
of Wyoming College of Law.  As for the Works in 
Progress sessions (WIP) at the 2016 SE/SW POC 
Conference, Professor Weeden was honored to serve 
as the discussant for his former student, Professor 
Christopher Ogolla, Savannah Law School (Georgia). 
Professor Ogolla is a graduate of the Thurgood Mar-
shall School of Law with a LL.M in health law from 
the University of Houston. Professor Weeden com-
mented that Professor Ogolla’s WIP entitled First Do 
No Harm: The Manipulation of Public Health for Non 
Public Health Purposes and its Legal Consequences is 
well organized with thought provoking questions re-
garding very important heath law issues. Lastly, on 
February 19, 2016, Professor Weeden spoke on a 
Voting Rights panel at the Civil Rights MCLE spon-
sored by Thurgood Marshall School of Law and co-
chaired by Professor Craig Jackson. Professor 
Weeden’s MCLE panel comments were taken from 

his law review article entitled, The Supreme Court's 
Rejection Of The Rational Basis Standard In Shelby 
County V. Holder Invites Voter Suppression, 33 
Miss. C. L. Rev. 219 (2014).  Professor Jackson 
noted that Professor Weeden’s panel “comments 
were thought provoking providing an important per-
spective on the challenges to voting rights under 
this Court.”  

 

Professors L. 
Darnell Weeden, 
Lydia Johnson, 
Stephanie 
Ledesma       
presented their 
research at the 
2016 SE/SW 

People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference host-
ed by Florida A&M University College of Law.  
They are pictured here with Shiv Persaud, associate 
professor at FAMU College of Law and Chair of the 
2016 SE/SW POC Conference. Professor Weeden 
served as Vice Chair of the 2016 Conference and 
Professors Johnson and Ledesma served as co-chairs 
of the Works-in-Progress Committee for the 2016 
Conference.  The 2016 Conference theme was 
“Power and Authority in Promoting Justice for All.”  
Next year’s 2017 SE/SW POC Legal Scholarship 
Conference will be hosted by Charlotte School of 
Law (Charlotte, NC) and Dean Weeden was elected 
to serve as Vice Chair for the 2017 Conference.  
And, Professors Johnson and Ledesma will organize 
the Works-in-Progress sessions (along with their co-
chair Ann Marie Cavazos of FAMU College of 
Law). In addition, Professor Ledesma as elected to 
serve as the co-Treasurer for the 2017 Conference.  

 

Professor James Douglas facili-
tates an hour of discussion with   
participating scholars, community    
activists, and listeners everywhere 
to inform the greater public on    
political, educational, social and 
economic issues that impact our dai-
ly lives on KJOZ 880 AM every 
Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.   
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Academic Support Welcomes Assistant Director Victoria McCoy 

Victoria McCoy joined the Thurgood Marshall School of Law on March 7, 2016 as    
Assistant Director of Academic Support.  Previously, Ms. McCoy engaged in private 
practice as a commercial litigator and served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable  
Eric L. Clay on the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. A graduate of 
Vanderbilt University Law School, Ms. McCoy also obtained Master of Business       
Administration and Bachelor of Business Administration degrees from the University of 
Texas at Arlington, as well as a Master of Laws in Environment, Energy, and Natural 
Resources law from the University of Houston Law Center.  Ms. McCoy is admitted in 
Illinois, Texas, and the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 

 

 

 

Reba Hall Retires 

It is with much delight and sadness to announce that Reba Hall, a longtime member of 

the TMSL staff for over 18 years, has retired.  Reba most recently served as the admin-

istrative assistant to the Director of Administration where her support was a key factor 

to the success of many of our law school events.  She even went the extra mile and 

graced us with her magnificent skills in event logistics and decorating, making all of our 

events very special. 

Prior to her most recent position, Reba has served as receptionist, and spent most of her 

tenure at TMSL in the office of Career Services, Communications, and Develop-

ment.  Please join the entire TMSL family in congratulating Ms. Reba Hall for her dedi-

cation to Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of Law. 
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February 2016 was a busy month for the Earl Carl Institute as the Institute hosted three very well attended 

events about issues of concern for people of color and in particular African Americans. 

Love Shouldn’t Hurt: Recognizing, Understanding and Combatting Dating Violence  

On February 18, 2016 the Institute collaborated with the Texas Southern University Women’s          

Resource Center, Thurgood Marshall School of Law and the Harris County Domestic 

Violence Coordinating Council to host a continuing legal education program and 

community forum entitled “Love Shouldn’t Hurt: 

Recognizing, Understanding and Combatting Dating 

Violence”. The event was held during the month of 

February in honor of Teen Dating Violence Aware-

ness month.  The goal of the event was to facilitate dialogue and to generate 

awareness about this epidemic and its consequences.  The one day event 

included a variety of speakers on topics such as the Cleary Act, Protective 

Orders and Criminal Charges for Family Violence, a Dating Violence Leg-

islative Update, Domestic Violence in the Age of Technology, Same Sex Couple Violence, Resources Avail-

able to College Students and Domestic Violence and Immigration Issues.  There were over 60 people in at-

tendance at this forum.  

The keynote speaker was actress and author, Denisha Hardeman. Ms. Hardemon, a 

Houston native, has been casted in “Django Unchained” and “Straight Out of 

Compton”. She is the author of “8 Lanes”, a fictional novel based on her similar 

personal experience with domestic violence.  While speaking at this CLE, Ms. 

Hardeman recounted her trials, tribulations and triumph over domestic abuse as a 

college student.   Afterwards, Ms. Hardeman signed copies of her book and took 

photos with attendees.   

 

 

 

5th Annual Honorable Craig Washington and Senator Rodney Ellis Excellence in Indigent Defense Series  

On February 25-26, 2016, the Earl Carl Institute for Legal & Social Policy, Inc. 

(ECI), the Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association and Thurgood Marshall 

School of Law hosted the 5th Annual Honorable Craig Washington and Senator 

Rodney Ellis Excellence in Indigent Defense Series. Over the 2 day event, there 

were 18 presenters.  ECI welcomed over 65 attendees to the event.  
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Happenings at the Earl Carl Institute in February 2016 



The event was a two day CLE.  Day 1 was the Academic Day and Day 2 was the 
Best Practices Day.  Presenters came from throughout Texas and several traveled 
from out of state to participate.   The keynote luncheon speaker was the Honorable 
Craig Washington where he delivered riveting remarks about the state of indigent 
defense, criminal justice and disproportionality issues in the community.   

This year’s informative conference included an array of 

topics with a special emphasis on race.  The Day 1 topics 

included, a Forensic Science Primer, Race and the Use of 

Deadly Force, Bail Reform, Race, Class and Reform in the 

Carceral State, Policing the Police: Effective Suppression 

Issues, Racial Profiling in Law Enforcement, Ex Parte Neal Robbins, Inconclusive 

Decisions and the Need for Studies on Jury Impact, Confronting Race in the Court-

room, Using Electronic Media to Win, Ethics after Conviction, Cultural Competency 

in Criminal Cases, Race Lessons from the JAG, Picking Your Best Jury and  Bonds 

for Indigent Defendants.   

The event partners included the University of Houston Law Center, Criminal Defense 
Lawyers Project and the Harris County Public Defenders’ Office.  

 

It’s Time! A Call to Action:  Preserve Our Families and Bring Our Children Home  

On February 26, 2016, the Ear l Car l Institute in collaboration with Black Administrators in Child 

Welfare Hosted a Community Convening to Discuss Methods for Improving the Child Welfare System to 

Create Better Outcomes for African Americans. 

This forum was prompted by discussions between the sponsoring organizations, as 

well as, other stakeholder in leadership roles in systems involving African Ameri-

can children, youth, and families.  Presentations included “A Groundwater Analy-

sis of Racial Inequities in Texas”, Joyce James, Race Equity Consultant; “A Pro-

posal for ICWA-like Burdens of Proof in Addressing African American 

Overrepresentation in the Child Welfare System”, Sarah R. Guidry, Executive Di-

rector, Earl Carl Institute; “Policies and Practices that Impact on Kinship Place-

ments, TDFPS Representative; and “Federal Court Finds that Texas Violates the 

Constitutional Right of Foster Children”, Attorneys Dori Goldman & Chris Porter, 

YetterColeman LLP Law Firm. 

The Black Administrators in Child Welfare is an advocacy, membership, research, training and technical   

assistance organization that was founded in 1971 and incorporated in 1975 in New York to respond to the 

need for culturally appropriate services to the overrepresented African American 

children and families, and to provide a support network for individuals serving as 

executives managing child  welfare and other human service agencies. BACW is the 

only child welfare organization that has been involved nationally in work that ad-

dresses child welfare policy, practice, and research on behalf of African American 

children specifically but all children in foster care.  
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Happenings at the Earl Carl Institute in February 2016 Cont’d. 



“Night with Externships: the Value Added of Externships”  

“Night with Externships: the Value Added of Externships” 

event that occurred on Tuesday, March 1, 2016 was a huge 

success.  In anticipation of new ABA mandates regarding 

experiential learning, the “Night with Externships” was a 

new forum created to introduce the concept of externships to 

currently enrolled students.  Students were introduced to sev-

eral placement supervisors, who gave  “Ted-like”, (“Ted-

talk”),  presentations explaining  why students should partici-

pate in externships; what students would gain from their ex-

ternship experiences; how this “on the job” experience would 

bolster the students’ resume’; how the externship would put them on equal ground with other soon to be law 

school graduates who are competing for the same jobs; and how serving as an extern would increase their at-

tractiveness  to new employers.  Students heard from sitting Judges, federal and local; representatives from 

the US Attorney’s office, the District Attorney’s Office, the County Attorney’s Office, the Harris County 

Public Defender’s Office, Immigration Law Firms, Federal Defense firms and others.  Students were given 

the opportunity to participate in informal interviews, and tender resume’s and applications to placements of 

their choice.  If you have questions about the Externship program, please see Professor Ledesma, Room 

236F, X 1105, or stephanie@ledesma-law.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3L Kimbrely Dandridge Teaches Millennials About Grief 

Kimbrely Dandridge published an article in Forbes entitled 7 Ways Millennials Can Deal 
With Grief.  In this article Kimbrely discusses how the death of her mother affected her 
and the complex process of grieving.  Kimbrely list the 7 things she learned during her 
personal grieving process and shares them in great detail and understanding in the arti-
cle.  To view the full article go to:  www.forbes.com.  
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS 

http://www.forbes.com


Governor Abbott Appoints Tiffany Burks to Midwestern State University Board of Regents  

TMSL Alumna, Tiffany Hamilton Burks, Class of  1997, was appointed by Texas 

Governor Greg Abbott to the Midwestern State University Board of Regents.  Tiffany 

currently serves as deputy chief of the criminal division for the Tarrant County Crimi-

nal District Attorney.  Prior to that, she was an instructor at UT Arlington and an assis-

tant district attorney for Fort Bend County, TX.  Please join the TMSL Family in con-

gratulating Attorney Tiffany Hamilton Burks.  

 

 

 

 

Mayor Turner Names Takasha Francis Neighborhood Division Chief  

TMSL Alumna, Takasha Francis, a graduate of both Texas Southern Univer-

sity undergrad and TMSL Class of 2003, was one of Houston Mayor Sylvest-

er Turner’s first administrative staff changes.  With a vote from Houston city 

council, Takasha will be named the new director of the city’s Department of 

Neighborhoods.  This department works closely with homeowners to enforce 

and address neighborhood nuisances and regulations.  Mayor Turner has giv-

en his overwhelming stamp of approval to Takasha, stating in the Houston 

Chronicle that she is “…a natural and driven leader dedicated to producing 

results….(and ) highly committed to uplifting all neighborhoods within the City of Houston…”  For all those 

who know Takasha Francis, you and the TMSL family are aware that Houston Neighborhoods are now in 

good hands.  Please join the TMSL Family in congratulating Takasha Francis!  

 

 

TMSL Alum, the Honorable Belvin Perry, Jr. Receives Appointment from Florida Governor  

Judge Belvin Perry, Jr., TMSL Class of 1977 was appointed to the Flor ida A&M 

Board of Trustees on Thursday, March 24, 2016 by Florida Governor, Rick Scott.  Judge 

Perry, most notable for presiding over the Casey Anthony murder trial is also a member of 

the FAMU College of Law Board of Visitors.  Judge Perry will succeed Belinda Shannon 

on the FAMU board.  His term expires on January 6, 2021.  
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ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS  
ALUMNI ON THE MOVE 



Marye Dean, Esq. in Forbes Magazine Trendsetter 

TMSL Alumna, Marye Dean, Class of 2006,  has already established herself as the 

“Wall Street Lawyer.”  As the founding partner of a thriving law practice located on 

Wall Street in New York City, Attorney Dean has over ten years of experience repre-

senting Fortune 500 clients.  The National Association of Experts, Writers & Speak-

ers presented Marye in their Trendsetters Publication, professionals that shared what 

makes them each trendsetters in today’s economy in today’s economy in a special 

promotion in Forbes magazine.  Marye was listed as one of ten. Please visit 

www.NAEWS.org for more information.  
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ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS Cont’d. 
ALUMNI IN THE NEWS 

http://www.NAEWS.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS Cont’d. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS Cont’d. 

Order of the Barristers applications.  If you have questions about the Order of the Barrister applications or 

the process to apply, please see Professor Ledesma, Room 236F, X 1105, or stephanie@ledesma-law.com.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS Cont’d. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS Cont’d. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS Cont’d. 
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UPCOMING CLES  
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UPCOMING CLES Cont’d. 
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UPCOMING CLES Cont’d. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
On-line Registration for ALL TMSL CLEs: Texas Southern University Thurgood Marshall School of Law  

APRIL 2016 
 

April 1st – April 6th 

The Experiential Learning Program’s Solo Practice CLE 

Series 

 

April 4th 

Legal Implications of Marketing Your Law Practice  –CLE 

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law 

Location:  Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Time:   6:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Cost:   $25.00 attorneys; complimentary non-

attorneys 

MCLE:   3.00  

Ethics  1.00 

 

April 5th 

The 21st Century Transactional Attorney and Being a Civil 

Litigator: Trials Do Exist –CLE 

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law 

Location:  Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Time:   6:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Cost:   $25.00 attorneys; complimentary non-

attorneys 

MCLE:   3.00  

Ethics  1.00 

 

April 6th  

TMSL Quodlibet Series, “Teaching Cultural Competence in 

Law Schools”- Professor Stephanie Ledesma 

Location:  Deans Conference Room  

Time:   12:00 noon-1:30 pm 

 

April 6th 

A View From the Bench: A Judge’s Perspective – CLE 

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law 

Location:  Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Time:   6:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Cost:   $25.00 attorneys; complimentary non-

attorneys 

MCLE:   3.00  

Ethics  1.00 

 

April 6th 

Immigration Symposium Dinner 

Location: Holley’s Seafood Restaurant & Oyster Bar 

  3201 Louisiana Street 

  Houston, TX 77006 

Time:  6:00 pm 

April 7th–8th 

2016 Immigration Law & ECI Journal Symposium – CLE 

Institute for International & Immigration Law  

Immigration Law LL.M 

The Earl Carl Institute of Legal & Social Policy, Inc. 

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law 

Location:  Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Time:   8:30 am-4:00 pm (lunch 12noon- 1:00pm)  

Cost:   $120.00 attorneys; $60.00 gov’t and non-

profit attorneys; complimentary non-attorneys 

MCLE:   14.0 

Ethics  4.0 

Breakfast & Lunch Provided  

 

April 7th  

Religion and the Law 

Rice University 

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law 

Location:  Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Time:   7:00 pm-8:30 pm  

 

April 16th 

State Bar of Texas African American Lawyers’ Section 

Summit 

Location: Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Time:  9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 

April 13th  

TMSL Quodlibet Series, “The Politics of the Bail System:  

What’s the Price for Freedom?”- Professor Lydia Johnson 

Location:  Deans Conference Room  

Time:   12:00 noon-1:30 pm 

 

April 14th & 15th 

4th Annual Child Welfare Forensics Conference - CLE 

The Earl Carl Institute of Legal & Social Policy, Inc. 

Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of 

Law 

Location:  TMSL 

Time:   8:30 am – 4:30 pm (each day) 

Cost:  Before April 1, 2016: Attorneys $150, gov’t/

nonprofit attorneys $50, complimentary for 

public defenders and non-attorneys 

After April 1, 2016: Attorneys $210.00, 

gov’t/nonprofit attorneys $60, complimen-

tary for public defenders and non-attorneys 

MCLE:   14.0 (7.0 each day) 

Ethics:  2.0 (1.0 each day)  

Register online: www.earlcarlinstitute.org 

Breakfast & Lunch Provided Each Day 

http://www.eventbrite.com/o/texas-southern-university-thurgood-marshall-school-of-law-9570391048
http://www.earlcarlinstitute.org
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March Birthdays 

Deana Pollard Sacks  5th 

Marsha Griggs   6th 

Sarah Guidry   8th 

Sally Green   17th 

Shaundra Lewis  18th 

Jeanetta Washington  19th 

Docia Rudley   21st 

Anya Ahunanya  23rd 

Martina Cartwright  31st 
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