HOW LAWS HAVE APPLIED TO NEGROES PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

I have been asked to speak on how laws have applied to

Negroes past, present and future. I always encounter a special
difficulty when I have occasion to speak on Negroes and the
law--and frequently I do have such occasion. Every Negro of a
little learning presumably is an expert on some phase of race
relations or Negro society. I suppose if I were a mathematician,
I would be asked to speak on "™athematics and How It Has Applied
to Negroes Past, Present and Future,"” If I were an atomic
physicist, no doubt I would be asked to speak on some subject
such as "Electro-magnetic Waves and How They Have Applied to
Negroes Past, Present and Future™ et cetera. Obviously, just
because I am a Negro, there is no reason why I should have any
special scientific knowledge about Negroes. Every doctor who
suffers from heart disease is not necessarily a heart specialist,
This may not be a fair analogy; however, sometimes I do feel being:
a Negro is like being infected with a disease. Society does not
let you forget you are infected and thus you or I am inclined to
reflect upon this ailment more than you or I would otherwise.
Nevertheless, although I teach constitutional law and necessarily
have to deal with many cases and laws that specially concern the
Negro, my first love and most enduring interest are legal and
political philosophy.

Now I do not flinch from my subject; just that being so

frequently called upon to speak on some phase of it is tiresome






