THE UNIVERSITY'S ORATITUDE
Mr, Johhson, Mr. District “ttorney, fellow law
studentsx on the rostrum, faculty, students, visitors
and friends, it is my privilege to express the grati-
tude of the University for this morning's Law Day Ob-
servance--and I might add in language which men of rea-

zukekix sonable intelligence can understand. Of course,
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we are grateful to the Student Bar “ssociation for

planning and executing this and other programs to take
place this weeke We are especially grageful to the
Honorsble Frank Briscoe, District Attorney for Harris
Countyf;zaking of f from his busy chores and responsi-
bilities to varticipate in our program.

It is very fitting that May lst of every year is
now désignated as Law Day USA. The communist countries
of the world commemorate Labor today, we commemorate
and extoll the virtues of law. <his is nct because we
are indifferent to the cause of labor and better working
conditions, but because we kkow the g ains of labor, the
virtues of our free enterprise cissswesdsse <ystem cannot
mxk be preserved unless the sociel order is under the rule
of lawe

M;st of us in this auditorium this morning owe
a singular debt of gratitude to the rule of law and
Constitution in this countryj for the major gains
in =mrd=mx eradicating the vestiges of a slaweholding
society have bheen won in the courts~--in cases pre-
secuted, I might add, by Negro attorneys, for the most

part = tralined in a predominantly colored Law School--
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Howard University.- We.can~1ll afford not to respect 1aw,
for by definition law 1s no respecter of persons and we
can realize our fullest potentidl only under zmmk a social

order governéd by such an even handed principles I #4/
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lawx and as a dog hasxRmx=m fleas
a nrofegsor has theoriese I subscribe to a proposition,
which Plato announced in his Laws many ymarx cenbturles ago,
that law is pedagogical as well as prescriptive, that is,
1% not only molds the pattern of a culture by coercive
authority RRXER, but also it 1s a text book for the proper social
behavior to be leanned,
The social orders of the world and the nations in it
affe confronted by a stupendous crisis. <‘here cannot be
eade without order and therer cannot be order without
lawe However, order agﬁ peace are not enoughe. There must
be justice. Therefore, w sametimes conflicting goals of
law are order and jastice. Justice without ofder is a xx
pipedream; order without justice is inhumane. We must
fontinue to strive for jmstice and order.,
It is not my purpose to deliver am harangue, But I
should like to add tha23§exas Qouthern University School
of Law is moving sHead under the sympathetic mimix University
ddmimzkkr administration of President ”abrit.amﬁxkkmxﬂxxuktxxx
He fully appreciates the value of well legally trained lawyers
in our communities, The quality of our students has considerably
Improved, At allkx hours of the day and night you can find
many of our students plowing through the tomes of kmzgk legal

lore in our library--I cannot say whet the mathematical relation
law
of the increasé®number of/students in our 1aw library has

with the increased number of very charming and attractfive

coeds who have memz found some ® business in our Law Library.
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The law students can better explain this mathematical rela-
tion to you, since they have = keen eye for figures. But
I know our students are more conscientetious. We expect
them to make their mark on the manuscript which will record
the social gaimxx®mRxumr and economic gains of our people
in the years to cmne;irwe are proud to say we have an
integrated faculty and student body, working Ramrmeriausky
and studying harmomiously together for more or less common
goals and purposese Our School 1s a living proof that
the high principles in;cribed in our uonstitution are more
than just ;?éanctimoniOLs exercise 1in pious pronounce=
ments, We are proud of the achievements of many of our
graduates and we look with m=zrRWE renewed assurance upon
the.appointment of one our alumnus to the United State
Distriet “ttorney's office here in Houston and the many
other offers. our students and grgduates are me receiving
from the United States Civil Servicg&énég:z;;:ZE/govern-
mental FFRENE agRERXET agenciese
High above sadness a smile kxsk kuxk burstq into bloom,

We are not sure the recent reports in the newspapers herald
the caning of a killing frostx and blesk winter. We will
not flinch in our effert to prepare those w@o will open
even more the wellsoring of liberty which has so much so

partially
far/quenched our thirst for a betterﬁrin}: of the opportunities
of our great countryx and big state,f?Mr, District “ttorney,

we have eager leraners in our School of Law, and I feel cer-

tain that they have learned much from your remaﬁ%i%Z? ay e

T am sure our xkm# law students, as well as the others who

hage heard your informative and stirring address this morni\hg
e 7
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.11 .leave this =dwmkkx & auditorium rededicated to the rule

)

of law, the Wellspring of our Liberty. Thank you for
coming. <hank you, Mr. Johnson end members of the Student
Bar Association, Il‘hLe University 1s grateful'to you and
our government because you are commitbed to the rule of
law;ﬁ7May the spkrit of liberty, and the rule of law which

nourishesy it, grow to full fruition,



