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Manhood in the Twentieth Cent ury

I am always lost as to what I should say when I speak in an esteemed
audience such as this, Since we are all members of bible classes it
would probably be inappropriate if 1 did not deal with some theme of
a biblical nature, 1in keeping with pulpit pyrotechnics I have a sub-
ject: Manhood in the Twentieth Century, But I have found it impossi-
ble to choose a proper seriptural text. 1 thought of, Genesis 1:27,

"8o CGod created man in his own image. . ." But this refgects little
credit upon Gode I thought of I €or, 13:11, "When 1 was a child, L

spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but
when I became a man, I p.t away childish things,” But this has not
genarally been true of most men, I thought of Psalm 103:15, "As for
man, his days are as grass: as a flower of thefield, so he flourisheth,®
How well has man flourished?

“Man is a wonderful fellow-- learning from the other animals the
way he does, fe studies the hawk and the vulture, and flies tir ough

the air carrying atomic bombs. He learns from the crab with its shell
and g rasping claws, and from the skunk with its tear gas. He cmsiders
the ways of the squirrel, and becomes a hearder; the ways of the pig,
and becomes a Blutton; the ways of the snake in the grass and goes in
far espionage and underground subversion. He observes the caterpillar
amd hippopotatumus, the shark and the crocodile, the mole and the hedge-
hog, and makes himself terrible on land and sea, and underneath both.
About the only creature left in nature from wnich man Ieamexwmtk learns
nothing, is the dove, the symbol of pegee and love,"

I should watch myself less I wax morbid. Youl/(\%getg-g would be no
problem if I wére talking to a women's bible class. They know everything;
of course they understand nothing, Suffice it to say that I approach
this subject without a seriptural text amd maybe one of you good brothers
will think of ome when I have finisheds In fact, maybe that is the reason

ad
I have nibt cnusen one: the fear that you bible scholars might choese a



better one or understand mine better than I, Uf course, you probably
understand better than I whatever I talk about.

Byt this is not the occasion to sigposmy belittle men, I an
suppose to be amusing and I XMpEEsEX presume I should praise mm manhood,
1 have none of the takmmsk talents of the entertainer and I find little
about man in general that dmxmexyx deserves praise , and many men
whom I have known personally have given me many reasons for damning
theme But please do not think me a pessimist, In every man there
are two hemispheres of light and dark, two w déscrete, two
countries of his soiilis advemture, "e must surge for the light hemi-
sphere, Man ig capable of greatness. The Twentieth Cembury demandsx it.

Most of us are imclired to mEsm measure our achievements by what
other people haven't done. x There is too much to be done to rest
upon ocur laurels, If you would not be fargotten as soon as you are
dead, either write things worth reading, or do things worth writing
about. Every man is of importance m to himself. But will he or
We mean anything in the infinite scheme of things?

Man and his littleness perish, erased like an error and

cancelled;

Man and his greatness survive, lost in the greatness of Yod,

The Twentieth Century requires a re-interpretatiom of the sis
destiny and role of man, The world is being remade by men and it
will be imposshble for him to live by theories and beliefs outmoded
by time, disproved by mxpmiwmEr experience.

Give examples:

There must be sensitivity to the plight of others.

Thiide must be a sense of responsibility for personal duties. Keep obli-
gatims.

There must be a b.ldness to fack the future,

All that is necessary for the txkmmm triumph of evil is that good mn
do nothing, |



