[bookmark: _GoBack]Fall Independent Research Syllabus

Overview

This class give students an opportunity to research a legal topic and write a law review quality paper under the guidance of a tenured or tenure track professor.  The student and professor will decide on a legal topic and develop an outline that the student will use to conduct research and write a scholarly legal paper. 

 Time Log in Support of Earning Three (3) Hours Credit for Independent Research Fall Semester 126 total clock hours
	To justify three hours credit for Independent Research, the suggested formula is three (3) 1 hour classes per week plus two hours outside class preparation for each hour of instruction time, 3 + (2x3) = 9 hours per week.
	During the long semesters, TMSL has 14 weeks per semester.  9 hours x 14 weeks = 126 total hours of in class instruction and outside preparation to constitute earning three (3) hours credit.
 
The instructor will be available to discuss skills, BlueBook citations, and other topics regarding the technical requirements of producing a quality paper. The Instructor will not discuss substantive matters, as the supervising professor will assist the student.

Required Texts:

Scholarly Writing for Law Students, Fifth Edition
	Authors: Elizabeth Fajans and Mary R. Falk, West Group
	ISBN 978-0-314-20720-3
Lost in Translation: Effective Legal Writing for the International Legal Community
	Author: Kevin J. Fandl, Carolina Press
	ISBN 978-0-7698-5746-6

The Bluebook, A Uniform System of Citation, Twentieth Edition or www.legalbluebook.com


Recommended Text:

Academic Legal Writing, Third Edition
Author: Eugene Volokh, Foundation Press
	ISBN 978-1-59941-195-8


Office Hours: Room 222 B, Dean’s Suite
 Monday through Thursday: 2-5 p.m.  Appointments, please.

*PAPERS DUE:    On or before 4 p.m. Tuesday, November 21, 2017

*PAPER WITH GRADE AND PROFESSOR’S COMMENTS WRITTEN ON PAPER DUE:   On or before 4 p.m. Friday, January 12, 2018 to Dean Mouton for entering grade on transcript.


	April 6, 2017
	1st Meeting With Dean Mouton, 4 pm Room 206, Read Chapters 1-4, Scholarly Writing for Law Students, Required Text

	Through July 31
	1st Meeting With Professor

	July 31
	Deadline: Application, Outline, and Time Log Due Dean Mouton

	August 28
	2nd Meeting With Professor

	September 4
	August Time Log to Dean Mouton

	September 18
	2rd Meeting With Professor

	October 9
	September Time Log to Dean Mouton

	October 2321,
	3rd Meeting With Professor

	November 6
	October Time Log to Dean Mouton

	November 13
	4th Meeting With Professor

	November 17
	Final Edits of Paper; Final Time Log to Dean Mouton

	November 21
	Final Paper Due Professor, Dean Mouton

	January 12, 2018
	Final Graded Paper Due to Dean Mouton



A. INDEPENDENT RESEARCH READING ASSIGNMENTS FALL 2017

Week of 				Fajans (Chapters)		Fandl (Chapters)
August 21				1				1
August 28				2				2
September 4 			3				3 (15 – 28)
September 11			4				7
September 18			5				8
September 25			6				9
October 2				7				10
October 9 				8
October 16				9
October 23				10
October 30				12
November 6
November 13
November 17			Final Log
November 21			Final Paper Due







B. SPECIFIC PAPER REQUIREMENTS


1. Minimum-20, Maximum-30 typewritten pages, excluding cover page, table of contents page, endnotes page,* table of authorities page, appendix page, and  honor code verification page

1. Footnotes/Endnotes—minimum 100

1. Doubled Spaced

1. 12 point Times New Roman font

1. 1 inch all margins

1. Blue Book, twentieth edition for citations.

1. Print paper on one side only.

1. STAPLE PAPER in the left corner.  DO NOT BIND.

Submit one hard copy to your professor and one to Dean Mouton on or before 4 p.m.  November 21, 2017. 

1. Staple papers in upper left corner.  DO NOT BIND THE PAPER.

· STUDENT MAY SUBMIT FOOTNOTES IN THE PROFESSOR’S COPY OF THE PAPER, BUT MUST CONVERT THE FOOTNOTES TO ENDNOTES IN DEAN MOUTON’S COPY. 

·  THIS IS TO INSURE THAT THE STUDENT HAS FULFILLED THE TWENTY (20)-PAGE MINIMUM REQUIREMENT. A PARTIALLY FILLED PAGE WILL NOT COUNT AS A FULL PAGE.

· PROFESSOR MUST SUBMIT PAPER WITH GRADE AND PROFESSOR’S COMMENTS WRITTEN ON PAPER DUE:   ON OR BEFORE 4 P.M. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 TO DEAN MOUTON FOR ENTERING GRADE ON TRANSCRIPT.



