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elley L. Austin currently serves as the Associate

Director of the Center for Civil Advocacy at the
Earl Carl Institute for Legal & Social Policy. In this
capacity, Mrs. Austin supervises the Opal Mitchell
Lee Property Preservation Project which provides
free legal services to low-income Texans who are
Ry L facing potential land loss by helping economically
disadvantaged communities to retain and grow
wealth and to ensure housing stability. She earned
a Bachelor of Art from Southwest Texas State University where she
majored in Political Science/Pre-Law with a minor in Spanish and then
went on to graduate, Cum Laude, from Thurgood Marshall School of
Law at Texas Southern University. Mrs. Austin has served as an Adjunct
Professor in First Year Property, Real Estate Transactions, Property
Preservation and Lawyering Process. Prior to joining ECI, Mrs. Austin
worked extensively on matters involving toxic torts, product liability,
property disputes, bankruptcy and debt reorganization, and various
other areas of civil litigation. She has served as court appointed counsel
for the Harris County Tax and Probate courts, Fort Bend County
Criminal Courts and Texas Board of Pardons and Parole. Mrs. Austin
was a member of the City of Sugar Land’s Land Use Advisory Council
which was responsible for the creation of the City of Sugar Land’s current
land use plan. She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and
the Sugar Land Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
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