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Congressional Record (and its predecessors)

INTRODUCTION

The Congressional Record is the official record of proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when congress is in session. At the back of each daily issue is
the “Daily Digest” which summarizes the day’s floor and committee activities. The publication
of Congressional Record (CR) started in 1873. Before this time, the debates of Congress,
beginning with the inauguration of the First United States Congress on March 4, 1789, were
reported in different publications. These are:
v Annals of Congress (1789-1824) covered First Congress through 18th Congress First
Session
v' Register of Debates- 1824-1837 started with Second Session of the 18th Congress
through First Session of the 25th Congress
v Congressional Globe (1833-1873) 23rd to 42nd Congress

All these debates are available in print and microfiche. They are also available in electronic
format. This pathfinder focuses on CR in print and list electronic resources. The web addresses
are provided to the following electronic resources: HeinOnline, ProQuest Congressional, Century
of Lawmaking project of the Library of Congress, FDsys and Congress.gov.

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS
The Congressional Record consists of four sections:

e Daily Digest Section- the section of the Congressional Record that summarizes the daily
routine proceedings

e House Section- the section of the Congressional Record that contains the proceedings and
debates of the U.S. House of Representatives

e Senate Section- the section of the Congressional Record that contains the proceedings
and debates of the U.S. Senate



e Extension of Remarks Section- The section of the Congressional Record that contains
tributes, statements, and other information made by members on the floor of the House or

Senate

There are two types of CR: bound CR and daily edition CR
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Sample A: Bound Congressional Record

90

In the end, this resolution and the
words that comprise it in its Cthree
pages are not going to do the jobh. Any
Senator who is sufficiently disgruntled
by this agreement, who figures that
they will go their own path, has the
ability to continue to do things as we
have done them in the last few years.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

It has been said that death is the
great leveler. But Alan Cranston’s ac-
complishments in life have clearly set
him apart.

Nearly seven decades ago, a young
American journalist from California
published an unexpurgated version of
Adolf Hitler's “*Mein Kampf’ “My

January 5, 2001

many a sense I believe that my work on the
environment is probably the longest-lasting
work I have accomplished here.

When you deal with a social issue, or a war
and peace issue, or an economic issue, or
whatever the results. the consequences are
fleeting. Whatever you accomplish is soon
changed, and often what you have done leads
to new problems that then have to be dealt

Sample B: Daily Congressional Record
Daily Congressional Record page covering the same issue as above: note the differences in page
number and the “S” preceding the page in daily CR.
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“S43” Senate
pg.43

January §, 2001 |

| CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll,

The wssistant legislative clerk pro-
ceaded bo call the roll

Mr. KERREY, Mr. President, T ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quoram call be rescinded.

The FRESIDING OFFICER, Without
abjection, 1t 17 50 ordersd,

The Senator from Massachusetts is
recogmized,

ORGANIZING & 5050 SENATE

Mr. KERRY, Mr, President, I join the
numbar of colleagues who have epaken
on the Noor with reapect to this agres-
mant. T share both the respeot and ad-
miration that have been expressed for
thir Ieadership for the work they have
done in order to bring us hare,

Partioularly, T know the Semator
from Mississippi, Mr. LoTT, worked
hard within his cavcus and had to be
particularly persuasive In order to
reach this accord.

1 think this agresment respects the
outcome of the election this year. It le
& rellection of the clossness of the divi-
slon in the Tresidential tace. It I, ib
my judgment, a falt and scourate re-
flestlon of whal bappensd in the Ben.
ate iteell with the losses that togk
place on one side of the aisle and & ro-
sult that ended up with 5 Senators in
both parties,

I have argued since day ona that the
only fair way, and the only senafhls
way, to try to bring the country to-
gether and set the stage to be able to
reach the compromises we nesded to
resch Was b0 reflect the represettation
of the Senate as 4 whole i the com-
mitdan slruotures,

Bome on the other slde arpued for
some perlod of Uime thal Lhal s not
the way it should work, We heard some
prople talling a few moments agn
about how, if you are responsible for
driving the train, you then meed the
exira vobe in order to be able to guar-
amtes that you can drive the train.

The protlem with that argument all
along s, that 1s not what the represen-
tation of the Sanate Itsalf reflacts,

The second problem with the argu-
ment L& that 1t relied szzentlally on the
notion that, by having an extra vota,
you somebow have &b added power be-
yond the power of compratiss, beyond
the powes of logle, beyond the powser of
ke merdls of your angument, that you
have 4 power of the extra votes simply
tor drive your will through, We have
soen thit In operation o the last few
years in the Seoate, frankly, I think
for many of us 1t has bean & very negs-
tive and, frankly, & very unproductive
ENpETlense.

The Iast few years saw ug avoldlng
the rules of the Sanate In order to
drfve through by virtus of the fact that
there ware more vobes on one side. In
the end, you may be able b do that on
oegasion, whether i B8 Che reconeilis
ution rules that allow you to do that,
or It 1s a particular conference rule, or
the Rule XXVIT issues we have had

over the lnst years. Those allowed you
todo it

But 1 know the distinguished Senator
from West Virglnin would give the
mast eloquent argument in the Senate
for the fact that that didn't necessarily
serve the intersets of the Senate nor
evall the interests of the countey.

What wa have achieved todny T e
ligve stands to eat the stage for the
abllity of the Senate to serve the inter-
aBta of tha GOUBLEY.

Is there something of a sense of loss
for some by virtue of this agreement! 1
think yes. | think that is reflectad in
the sort of diffleulty that was pre-
sented in getting hare to this moment.
But in the end, T think the logle was
slmply 30 powerful thal 5080 on both
sides means you divide the Senators
and their committoss nocording to that
number,

1 admire and respect the Benabor
fromm Texas, wha {s one of the brightest
and most artioulate peopla in the Sen-
ate nod who read from the Consiitution
about tha powers of the Vies President
to cast & wote to break s tie, Indesd,
that 15 abeolutely teas. But 1 think
mest constitutional experte would tell
you that 18 sort of the vote of last re-
eort—that it never confamplated that
the Vies Prealdent of the United States
i sorehow golng Lo be represented on
every singls committee, and then he i3
ging to go to each committes and cast
a vote, It contemplates, if thers ie & tie
and ultimataly there is the inability of
the Sepate to work ita will of com-
promies, that In that casa the Vies
Fresident hag the ability to cast hls
vote. Now the Vies President will suill
Rave that abilivy. That is respeclad in
ihis upreemant,

What this agreemant achleves, which
1 think ia perhape the most important
misaing ingredisnt of the Senate, was
reflected 1n the comments of the Ben-
ator from West Vieginks, our former
laader and President pro lempore, who
turned Lo his collearoe on the Appro-
priations Committes nnd talleed nbont
trust. He taliod about respect, Those
committees that work the best in the
Gemate don't need this resclution.
Thoes chalrmen of elsher party who
wanh to make thelr committes work ef-
fectively dom't meed a resolution to
know the best way to get eomething
through the Benate and through he
House 18 Lo be inalosive, nob exelusive,

Ho, 1n fact, we In the minority wers
remarkably forbearing in the last year
oF two In Dot preseing the foll advan-
tage of the roles that we might have
preased 1o order Lo sbop the Benate oold
in it tranks in order to disrupt in the
muny ways possible, using the rules of
parlamentary procedure, to Tequire
our colleagues to be repeatedly on the
floor of the Senate to vobe. In many
WaYS, We warg acquiescent, and some
might blame us for baving beem ao. 1
think it was out of reapect for the proc-
688 and out of the belief that thers Is &
bettar way to et buainess dote kere,

What I belleve this agresment now
does 15 set the stage for us to be able in

the Benate to grow the respect and the
trust about which the Senator [rom
Waet Virginla talked. It gives Mambers
the opportunicy and requires Marmbers
1n committes to look to the other slde
of the alsle to try to build the con-
SRIELA NECABSATY.

We all understand in that procoss we
will néver necessarily get 100 of our
eolleagues or 9 of our colleagues, bub
we ¢an build enough of & consansus
that we can sond leglslatlon to the
floor with vates of 164 or 1840 or of &
sufficient oumber &t least to recognize
that there has besn & respect for the
vigws of both sldes racher than a will-
ingness to simply write a pleca of legis-
latlon in conference withoub even 1n-
cluding ona Mambar of the Bemate of
the other side of the adsle and then
bring It to the floor and sxpect peaple
to b bappy and expect to pase aome-
thing that dosen't invite & veto or that
somahow hag the conesnt of the Amer-
{zan pecple.,

The Amerfcan pesple are why we are
e, all of ug. I think this agresmenl
today reapeats what the Amerlean peo-
pla sald on electlon day. I think it re-
epects this institution. I think It pives
AV 84 opporianity, long awall
ta do & batter job of belog Bena
allowing thiz tady to be the g

Iberative entity that I¢ s d th

jﬂIrl the eng, this resolotion and the
words that comprise it in its thres
pages are not going to do the job, Any
Senator who s sufficiently disgrantled
by this agresmont, who figures that
they will go their own path, has the
ahility to conbinue to do things as we
have dong them in the last few years,
But T think this 15 & message to all
Members that we have an opporiunity
ta try to legislate in the best scnsa of
the word, to find the compromise,
There s no way this will work withont
thal compromise, All Membera need to
understand that.

T hope tn the next days the American
people will see the Senate sot the ex-
ample that we all want, and I know we

WTeld the Tloar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ben-
atar from West Vieglnla ts recoghised,

Mr. BYRD, Mr. Prosident, et me ex-
press my appreciation o the dlstine
guished Benator from Massachusatts,
He fs o Sanator of cnormous ability
and great talents, One of those talents
is the capability of eloration In such
an impressive and parsuasive manner, |
want to thank him for his words today,

The President-elect can be very
gratatul to the two leaders of this body
today and to the Genators whe have ac-
coded to the nesds and the require-
ments of the moment to give up & li-
tle; evoryone gives up & little, Wo are
walving some rules; we are tempararily
changing some rules in this resolution,
In the interests of going forward in the
Nation and in the interests of making
it possible for this institution to rise to
the expectations of the American peo-
ple and acoede to thelr will, this reso-
lution ta really & unique lostrument.

In the end, this resolution and the
words that comprise 1t in its three
pages are not going to do the job. Any
Benutor who 18 sufficiently disgruntled
by this agresment, who figures that
they will g0 their own path, has the
ability to conkinue to do things as we
have dong them in the last fow years,
Rut T think this 15 & message to al]
Members that we have an opportanity
ta try to legislate in the best sensa of
the word, to find the compromise,
There is no wiy this will work withoot
thal compromise, All Members need to
understand that,

I hope in the next days the American
people will see the Senate set the ex-
Rmple that we all want, and | know we
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Here are some of the main distinctions between them:

e Bound CR is the permanent edition, and when available is cited in legal publications. Its
publication is always several years behind.

e The daily edition, like the bound edition, is divided into four sections: Daily Digest,
Extension of Remarks, House and Senate Proceedings. The difference is that in the daily
edition, each of the sections is numbered separately and prefaced with letter abbreviation
of each of the sections: D = Daily digest; E = Extension of Remarks; S = Senate; and H =
House. These are section identifiers. The numbering system is a combination of the
section identifier and the numeral. Examples are: D1 = page 1 of the Daily Digest, E1 =
page 1 of Extensions of Remarks page, S1 = page 1 of the Senate section, and H1 = page
1 of House section. To search for a page in the daily edition the page number must be in
proper form. Examples: “page H98” indicates the House of Representative section;
“page S99” refers to the Senate section; “page E97” refers to Extensions of Remarks
section and “page D96” refers to Daily Digest. The daily edition contains more current
information.

e |tisimportant to determine which database you should search based on your research
preferences and needs. This distinction is important because the daily edition is
eventually edited and re-bound into the permanent edition. In its permanent form,
individual sections are not numbered separately and the section identifiers are removed.
The pagination is continuous — from the first to the last volume. For example, “page
9999 refers to bound CR page number. It can never refer to the daily CR because of the
missing section identifier. The Daily Digest, as part of the bound CR, remains a separate
volume and retains its section identifier.

e Another distinction between the daily CR and bound CR is the citation format.
R 13.5 of the Bluebook instructs that citation should be to the bound CR; daily CR should
be cited when contents have not been incorporated into the bound edition. Accordingly,
the following citation formats are recommended by the Bluebook:
> 133 CONG. REC. 23, 31982 (1987)

» 149 CONG. REC. S15695, (daily ed. Nov. 24, 2003) (statement of Sen. Jeffords)
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Congressional Record Online Research

Database Content URL
ProQuest Committee Prints & Misc. http://congressional.proguest.com/profiles/q
Congressional | Publications 2004-Present, is/search/basic/basicsearch

CRS Reports 2004-Present,
Hearings 2004-Present, House
& Senate Documents 2004-
Present, House & Senate
Reports 2004-Present, Serial
Set 2004-Present

HeinOnline Bound Editions http://heinonline.org/HOL /Welcome
of Congressional Record,
1873 to 2010. Also includes
Annals of Congress, Register
of Debates & Congressional
Globe.

Daily Edition
of Congressional Record,
101st Congress (1990) to

present.
FDsys Daily Edition, 1994 to FDsys.qov
present.

Bound editions, 1999-2001

Free and online resources for researching Congressional debates

a. Annals of Congress, Register of Debates, Congressional Globe & Congressional Record
(1789-1875)

These are available online as part of the Century of Lawmaking project of the Library of
Congress and could be searched online:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/hlawquery.html

b. Bound Congressional Record Online
Free online access to bound Congressional Record is limited to volumes 145(1999)-147(2001)
on FDsys: http://www.gpoaccess.gov/crecordbound/index.html.

c. Daily Congressional Record Online
Large part of daily Congressional Record (v.141 (1995)-156 (2010) is available online

(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/crecord/advanced.html)
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http://congressional.proquest.com/profiles/gis/search/basic/basicsearch
http://congressional.proquest.com/profiles/gis/search/basic/basicsearch
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CREC
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/hlawquery.html
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/crecordbound/index.html
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/crecord/advanced.html

d. Congress.gov (1989-Present): http://thomas.loc.gov

e. FDsys Access (1994-Present):
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CREC

Finding Aids

e Daily Digest

Daily Digest

Senate

Contents of the Daily Digest are Congressional session-specific. DaiI?I/ Digest has been published
separately at the end of each session of Congress since 1947 — the 80" Congress or volume 93 of
the Congressional Record. It contains a summary of each day’s proceedings in both chambers
including committees’ meeting

e Index

Congressional Record
Index

-
A
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http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CREC

Each Congressional session, as is the case with Daily Digest, is covered by an alphabetical index
which is based on the subject matter or first name. Memorials are, however, indexed based on
full name of the subject. Because the index is based on first name, it is the easiest way to find
remarks and other speeches of a member of Congress. If the subject matter (or party’s name is
known) use the index

e History of bills and resolution

History of Bills and Resolutions are contained within the Index volume. It contains a summary of
actions on bills and resolutions. Citations are to the bound Congressional Record; for the more
recent, citations are to the daily edition of the CR.
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