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Federal Legislative History

Legislative history is a term that refers to the documents that are produced by Congress as a bill
introduced, studied and debate. These legislative documents are often used by attorneys and
courts in an attempt to determine Congressional intent or to clarify vague or ambiguous statutory
language. Examples of these documents are committee reports, committee hearing, committee
prints, floor debates, bills drafted in aid of the legislation and presidential signing statement.
There are a number of resources available for compiling legislative histories. Here are some of
them.

U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News (U.S.C.C.A.N.)

Westlaw

ProQuest Congressional

HeinOnline

The Library of Congress Thomas

FDsys

None of these resources is complete. They should be treated as complementary.

U.S.C.C.AN.

In order to carry out a basic legislative history research, five pieces of information must be borne
in mind.

Is there a compiled legislative history on the law?

In what year was the law or amendment in question made?

What is the Public Law or Statute at Large citation?

Which Congress passed the law and what is the bill number?

What is the popular name of the statute?

We shall explore these issues in turn, using appropriate illustrations to drive home our points

a. Finding compiled legislative histories
There is quite a large body of compiled legislative histories in existence. If the publisher is
reputable, take advantage of these resources

b. Determining the date of the law or amendment in question
If this is known, proceed to the corresponding years in U.S.C.C.A.N. If unknown, consult the
historical note or summary accompanying the provision in the United States Code.
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c. Statutes at Large Citation

If the Public Law citation is known, proceed to the appropriate section in the U.S. C.C.A.N.
volume. This is set out on the spine. Alternatively consult the popular name table

EGISLATIVE HISTORY
[PL. 104-185 to 104-201]

’ages 1442 to 3308

Coverage

Pablic law number

Statute at large citation

23R 110 Stat. M419

(Classificafion to United
States Code

d. Popular name

As may sometimes happen, all that is available to the researcher is the popular name of the
statute. Popular names are names assigned to legislation- examples are McCain-Feingold Act or
Defense of Marriage Act. Use United States Code (United States Code Annotated or United
States Code Service) to locate the name. Other information provided with the “Popular Name”
are: Public Law number, Statute at Large citation, date of the law, and, section of United States
Code to which the law is classified. Classification is the process by which a piece of legislation
transition from the chronological order in Statutes at Large to the appropriate topic or chapter in

United States Code.




( ACTS CITED BY POPULAR NAME ) Page 54

Defense Contract Bond Act .
Apr. 28, 1841, ch. 81, 55 Stat. 147
Defense Conversion, Reinvestment, and Transi-
tion Assistance Act of 1992
Fub. L. 102-484, div. D, Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat.

Short title, see 10 U.8.0. 2500 note
Defense Conversion, Reinvestment, and Transi-
tion Assistance Amendments of 1993
Pub. L. 103-160, div. A, title XIII, Nov. 30,
1863, 107 Stat. 1783
Short title, see 10 U.8.C. 2500 note
Defense Conversion, Reinvestment, and Transi:
tion Assistance Amendments of 1994
Pub. L. 1&—337 div. A, title XI, Oct. 5, 1994,
108 Stat. 2662
Short title, see 10 U.5.C. 2500 note
D-lun-v Department Dv-ru-- Teachers Pay and
Personnel Practices
Pub. L. B6-91, Juls’ n 1959, 73 Stat. 213 (20
U.S.C. 901 et seq.)
Short title, sce 20 U.S.C. 901 note
Defense Dependents’ Education Act of 1978
Pub. L. 95-561, title XIV, Nov. 1, 1978, 52 Stat.
2065 (20 U.S.C. 921 et 80q.)
Short title, see 20 U.S.C. 821 note
Defense Drug Interdiction Assistance Act
Pub. L. 99-570, title III subtitle A (53051 ot
86q.), Oct. 21, 1966, 100 Stat. 3207-7:
Short. LLLIO see 10 U.S.C. 371 note
Defense
Conversion, and Stabilization Act of 1990
Pub. L. 101-610. div. D, Nov. 5. 1990, 104 Stat.
1848 (10 U.S.C. 2391 note)
Defense Eight-Hour Day Act
Oct. 10, 1840, ch. 838, 4 Stat. 1092
Entry and Departure Act
June 21, 1841, ch. 210, 55 Stat. 252
Defense Highway Act of 1941
Nov. 19, 181, ch. 474, 55 Stat. 765
Defense Housing Act of 1942
Jan. 21, 1942, ch. 14, 56 Stat. 11
Defonse Housing and Community Pacilities and
+ Services Act of 1951
Sept. 1, 1951, ch. 378, 65 Stat. 293
Short title, see 42 U.S.C. 1501 note
Defense Housing Appropriation Act
QOct. 14, 1940, ch. 857, §4 Stat. 1115
Defense Industrial Reserve Act
July 2, IW ch. 811, 62 Stat, 1225 (50 US.C.
451 et seq.)
Short. mlg see 50 U.8.C. 451 note

Tept. 21, 1996, 110 Stat. 2419
p, see | U.S.C. 1 note

o Personnel Management Act

3, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2835

g 10 U.S.C. 101 note

Defense of Marriage /

Pub. L. 104-199 ;mm

Public law number

Defense  Officer Personnel Management Act
Tlc'lniﬂd Corrections Act
Pub. L. 97-22, July 10, 1981, 85 Stat. 124
Short title, see 10 U.5.C. 101 note
Defense Offsets Disclosure Act of 1999
Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(axT) [div. B,
title xﬂ Bﬂhlllh D (§1241 et seq.)). Nov.
29, 1959, . 1536, 1501A-500 (50 U.S.C.
App. m nou)
Defense Patents Act
June 16, 1042, ch. 415, 56 Stat. 370
Defense Procurement Improvement Act of 1985
Pub. L. 99-145, title IX, Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat,

682
Short title, ses 10 U.5.C. 2302 note

Defense Procurement Reform Act of 1984
Pub. L. 88-525, title XII, Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat.

2588
Short title, see 10 U S.C. 2302 note
fense Production Act Amendments of 1951

July 31, 1951, ch. 275, 65 SQDY-. 31

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1952

June 30, 1952, ch. 530, 66 Stat. 296

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1953

June 30, 1953, ch. 171, 67 Stat. 129

Short title, aee 50 U 8.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1955

Aug. §, 1855, ch. 855, 69 Stat. 580

Ehnrt title, aee 50 U.8.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1874

Pub. L. 93-426, Sept. 30, 1974, 88 Star. 1166

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1875

Pub. L. 84-152, Dec. 16, 1976, 80 Stat. 810

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1950

Pub. L. 96-294, title L part A (§101 et seq.),

June 30, 1980, 54 Stat. 617

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1984

Pub. L. 98-265, Apr. 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 149

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1886

Pub. L. 99441, Oct. 3, 1986, IW%L&M m7

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amemdmunl- of 1992

Pub. L. 102-558, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4198

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2081 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 1995

Pub. L. 10464, Dec. 18, 1995, 109 Stat. 689

Short title, sce 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Production Act Amendments of 2001

Pnb L. 107-47, Oct. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 260

Short title, see 50 U.S.C. App. 2061 note
Defense Act

. L. 95-37, June 1, 1977, 91 Stat. 178
Shﬂrl. title, see 50 U.8.C. App. 206! note

Statute at large citation

Date

110 Stat. 2419

Classifica

on fo United
States Code

THE CODE OF LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

TITLE 1—=GENERAL PROVISIONS
This title oas enacted by act July 30, 1947, ch, 348, §1, 61 Stat. 633

Crap e
1 Bnlum‘nnnﬂnulln s————
2 Acts and resol of

‘TABLE SHOWIXG DISPOSITION OF ALL BRCTIONS OF
Forytgx Trri I-Continged

enactment; repeals; sealing of in-

L ———
3. Code of Laws of United Stales nnd

Supplements; District of Colum-

bia Code and Supplements ........ 201

POSITIVE Law; CrTaTioN

This title has been mado pasitive law by section 1 of
act July 30, 1947, ch, 338, 81 Seat. 833, which provided In
part that; “Titlo 1 of the United States Code entitied
‘Ganeral Provislons', is codified and enacted into posl-
tive law and may be cltedas 1 1. 8.0, §—""

REPEALS

Bectlon 2 of dct July 30, IMT, provided that the sec-
tions or parts thereof of the Statutes at Large or the
Revised Statutes covering provioions codified In this
Act re repealed insofar as the provisions appeared in
former Title 1, and provided that any rights or liabil-
ities now existing under the repealed sections or parta
ehereol sball 6ot be allected by the repeal.

WRITS OF ERROR

Séction 23 of act June 2, 16, ch, H16 & Stat. 80,
provided that: "All Acts of Congress refarring to writa
of error ahall bo constraed aa aménded to the extent
necessary to substitute appeal for writ of error.”
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Mar. 4, 193, ¢h 22, 1, 11 Stat. 1000,
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CHAPTER 1-RULES OF CONSTRUCTION
8.
1 Wonds denoting number, gender, etc.
% “County" a8 includlng “parish”, ste.!
3. “Vessel" s fncluding all means of water
L3 “Wehicle” as |ncloding all means of land
transportation.
5 “Company” or “ussoclation” ms including
Buccessors and Assigns,
6. Limitation of term “products of American
fisherles,”
1 Definition of “marriage” and “spouse”.
8 “Person”, "buma bing", “child”, and “iad-
vidual" as incloding born-alive lnfant
AMENDMENTS

2003-Pub, L. 107-207, §2ib), Aug. 5, 2002, 116 Stat, ¥6,
added Item 9.

1896—Pub, L. 104189, §Xb), Sept. 21, 1996, 110 Btav,
A, added item T,

§1. Words denoting number, gender, and so forth )

In determining the meaning of any Act of Con-
jgress, unless the congext indicates otherwise—

V50 [ ortginal, Dus 6ot Banfoim Lo bectlon Latabling

§1. Words denoting number, gender, and so forth

In determining the meaning of any Act of Con.
greas, unless the context indlcates otherwlse—




SBxorT TITLE ormmnmnrm-
Fub, L., 104-199, §1. Sept. 2I. 1996, 110 Stat. 2119, pro- - " _
wvided that: “This Act [enacting Sechion 7 of this title This law affects two
and sgctign 173 £ itle Judiciary and Judicial S E
oo R e Dafonse of Marsiage provisions - § 7 U.S.C. 1 & 5
AEET 1738C U.S.C. 28

#7. Definition of “marriage” and “spousel ¢ 1798C, Certain acts, records, and prnLceedJngn

In determining the meaning of any Acg) and the effect thereof
greas, of of any rullng, regulation, or inte

tion of the ?al‘iuus.ad_miniatra.tivc buree No El.'-a.b&, tﬂrrit,nr}r‘ or DGSEEESIGDL of the
m‘;?fﬂm:;n“ﬁﬂ;‘fdlaiﬂtﬁ;i;ﬁ“b:f 9 United States, or Indian tribe, shall be required
man and one woman as husband and wi to give effect to any public act, record, or judi-
the word “spouse™ refers only to a pers¢1  ¢ijal proceeding of any other State, territory,
OPPosite sex Who 1s a husband or a wife.| - posgession, or tribe respecting a relationship be-
éﬂgcg{ 11:Lu;.b' L. 104-199, §3(a), Sept. 21,1 tween persons of the same sex that is treated as

R a marriage under the laws of such other State,
territory, possession, or tribe, or a |right or
claim arising from such relationship.

(Added Pub. L. 104-199, §2(a), Sept. 21, 1996, 110
Stat. 2419.)

e. Congress where the law originated

It’s often helpful to translate Congress number to year. The 104™ Congress sat in what year(s)?
See http://history.house.gov/Congressional-Overview/Profiles/104th/. From this website, 104"
Congress covered 1995-1997.

HISTORY, ART & ARCHIVES Mo iog mutimesia Avovt | YS]

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENT

INSTITUTION * | PEOPLE * | EXHIBITIONS & PUBLICATIONS COLLECTIONS ORAL HISTORY EDUCATION * | RECORDS & RESEARCH

Congress Profiles oo oY e Ay

Congress, please visit the Office of
the Clerk’s website.
Choose which Congress to display: | 104th (1995-1097) ¥

|1o4th Congress (1995-1997)
Congressional Profile
Total Membership:

= 435 Representatives
= 4 Delegates
= 1 Resident Commissioner

Party Divisions:"

= 204 Democrats

= 230 Republicans

= 1 Independent

" Party division totals are based on election day results.
= Election Statistics, 1994 [PDF]

Congress Overview

Renuhlicans swent the 1994 elertinns and won contral of hath the Honse and Senare far


http://history.house.gov/Congressional-Overview/Profiles/104th/

Finally, proceed to U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News (U.S.C.CA.N.)
for volumes covering 104™ Congress or the period of 1995-1997. Focus is on the
volume(s) dealing with legislative history. The spines of the volumes provide guide to

coverage.




Westlaw

Westlaw also provides resources for legislative research. The salient ones are:

Database Abbreviation Suggested query
format

Popular name table USCA-POP “defense of marriage”

Public law US-PL us pl 104-199

All versions of Congressional | CONG-BILLTXT (add the "defense of marriage"

bill Congress number e.g. 104™

Congress will be CONG-
BILLTXT104) — searches
various versions of bills
introduced in Congress
Arnold & Porter Compiled Scope is wide — search for
Legislative History “Arnold & Porter legislative
history” in the database
selection query box

ProQuest Congressional
http://congressional.proquest.com/profiles/gis/search/basic/basicsearch
ProQuest Congressional offers access to congressional publications dealing with the
wide variety of topics addressed by Congress.

0 Recent searches | 0 Selected items | Exit

Congressional Search Help
PI'(J(}E@SE Congressional Publications % Bookmark this form
Advanced Search

Improve using Index Terms

All fields except full text v
AND v
All fields except full text v Improve using Index Terms
Add a row | Remove a row Search tips |_Search | Clear form
E———
Congrassiona | LibGui
Limit to:

Match In:

@ Committee Prints & Misc. Publications 2004-Present Leglslatlve
¥l CRS Reports 2004-Present -
| Hearings 2004-Present H |St0ry
@ House & Senate Documents 2004-Present D
# House & Senate Reports 2004-Present OCU ments
) Serial Set 2004-Present
Restrict By Date or Congress:
® Date: All Available Dates v
Congress: Any Congress v

1(1789 - 1791) to 114(2015 - 2016)

Search tips Search Clear form
L

Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Accessibility | Sitemap



http://congressional.proquest.com/profiles/gis/search/basic/basicsearch

HeinOnline: U.S. Legislative History Library http://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome

There are two collections
a. Sources of Compiled Legislative History Database
b. U.S. Federal Legislative History Title Collection

Sources of Compiled Legislative History Database
The Sources of Compiled Legislative Histories Database is derived from the looseleaf publication Sowrces of Compiled Legisiative
Histories. A Bibliography of Government Documents, Periodical Articles, and Boolks by Nancy P. Johnson, Law Librarian and
Professor of Law Ceorgia State University College of Law. All compilations for major laws are included in the database with the
following exceptions: appropriations measures; ceremonial matters; laws that extend the life of an agency or authority; and laws
that affect small numbers of persons or specific regions of the country. The sources for these compilations include congressional
documents, legal periodicals, treatises and looseleaf services.

U.S. Federal Legislative History Title Collection
The Legislative History Title Collection is a collection of full-text legislative histories on some of the most important and
historically significant legislation of our time. In addition to major complete legislative histories this collection includes texts

related to legislative histories. A legislative history is the collection of documents that are produced in Congress during the
enactment of a law.

» Sources of Compiled legislative history database — options:
o browse by Congress
o browse by public law

Legislative History Library — View List of Public Laws

Name Public Law/ Bill Number statute Congress
Browse by: Congress | List of Public Laws

AIBICI®IE|FIGIHIIIJ|KIL|MINIOIPIQIRISITIUIVIWIXIYIZ
Ve select this option for
"Defense of Marriage Act"

[ T T e e Ty Ty e Ty

Defense Of Marriage Act Of 104-199/H.R. 3396 110 stat. 2419 104th Congress (1995-96)
1996

> U.S. Federal Legislative History Library — this are landmark legislation — Civil Rights
Act, Sarbanes-Oxley Act, etc.

Browse by:(Publication Title)|(Public Law No. ¥ Popular Name )

We browse for ""Sarbanes-Oxley Act'

Sarbanes-Oxley Act Of 2002 {Corporate And Criminal Fraud Accountahility Act Of 2002) {(White-Collar Crime Penalty Enhancement
Act Of 2002)

Pub. L. Num. 107-204

+ A very important part of the Heinonline database is the option to search across both
collections


http://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome

Libraries = Il 5 Federal Legislative History Library ==

To search for specific &3
Search document

Search U.S. Federal Legislative Histo
1 Search parameters - search by

'Bill Number publigAd%vw number. popular name,

Bill Number —— etc
Congress e

Field Search

Advanced Search

Search Sources of Complled
Legislation

Search History

Related Document Author/Creator
Related Document Date

Related Document Title

Popular Mame of Public Law
Public Law Mumber

Title of Public Law

lse quorations o perform a8 ‘phrase search”

Search Tips

About Searchinn Ative Histary collections available in HeinOnline

+ Searching for specific document. To use this option, select “Field search” and select the

specific field
Search Section Types To Search: [ All Sections l Check All l l Uncheck All ]
A
- [ Congressional Bills - [ Congressional Hearings - [ Congressional Repots
Advanced Search + O House Bl - L House Hearings - U House Reports
2 'Q\Senate Bills - [ senate Hearings - [ senate Reports
Seal’tlﬂfcu‘tes of Compiled 3 W Com@nts - [F Congressional Record - [ Presidential Remarks
Legisiatian
Se:'m Histary _ To search for "committee prints" only
! - [ Public Law [ index Sl Chapter
Search Tips - O Related Law - O Introduction - O preface
- O Relevant Documents - O Contents
- O Notes - O comments

The Library of Congress Thomas http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php

THOMAS was launched in January of 1995, at the inception of the 104th Congress. The
leadership of the 104th Congress directed the Library of Congress to make federal legislative
information freely available to the public. Since that time THOMAS has expanded the scope of
its offerings to include the features and content listed below. Congress.gov will eventually
replace The Library of Congress Thomas in the future.

Bills, Resolutions
Activity in Congress
Congressional Record
Schedules, Calendars
Committee Information
Presidential Nominations
Treaties

Government Resources


http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php

The LIBRARYof CONGRESS THOMAS

THOMAS Home

THOMAS

Inthe syritof Thomas Jefferson, legislative information fom the Library of Congr

© THOMAS Home Brin: Qeuoserbe @
9 About THOMAS
Legislationin Current Congress Carrent Actvity

9 Presidential Nominations ~ Search Bill Summary & Status " On the House Foor Now B

i * (n the Senate Floor Now Gl
? Irafes Oz Ogilumber . Pacced Conaress, Sert o
9 Committee Reports J—F “d S| =

TESI0Ent W

9 Government Resources

T

8 Try the Advanced Search

+ Yesterday n Congress

9 For Teachers + Congressional Record Lates] Di

=

TheLIBRARYofCONGRESS THONAS

me > Bills, Resolutions

| Bills, Resolutions

Eprn: foutsrbe B

9 THOMAS Home
9 About THOMAS

hare/Save

b
H=

9 Bills, Resolutions

9 Conaressional Record
9 Presidential Nominations

THOMAS provides many options for finding lgislation and information about
legislation, Theze options are described below,

Teeatinz

Search Bl Text |(Search Bl Summary, Status) Search Multiple Congres
|

9 Help Digest bl
: + Schedules, Calenders
Reowee Rille hv Snoncar P e
Select Congress:

Select a Range of Public Laws

s 104-1 - 104-130
104-151 - 104-300

X

Looking for Pub. L. 104-199
"Defense of Marriage Act”

» 104-301 - 104-333

View Public Laws by Type in Bill Number Order

+ House Joint Resolutions
+ Houze Bills
+ Senate Joint Resolutions
+ Senate Bills

103 | 102 | 101 6 View 100-63

199, H.R.3396 : To define and protect the institution of marriage.
Sponsor: Rep Barr, Bob [GA-7] (introduced 5/7/1998)  Cosponsors (11
Committees; House Judiciary

House Reports; 104-664 |

Latest Major Action: Became Public Law No:

104-199 [GPO: Text, PDF]

P

—

Full Display

Related Information

FDF | Printer Friendly Display

Sill Summary and Statug

Full Text of Bill

H.R.3396

Title: To define and protect the institution of marriage.
Sponsor: Rep Barr, Bob [GA-7] (introduced 5/7/1996)
Related Bills: H.RES.474, 5.1740, 5.1999

Latest Major Action: Became Public Law No: 104-199 [GPO: Text, PDF]
House Reporis: 104-664

All Information (except text) Text of Legislation

CRS Summar

Cosponsors (117)

Congressional Research
Seryice Summary

Titles Cosponsors (117) Committees
Related Bills Amendments

CBO Cost Estimates Subjects

Related Committee Documents

Major Congressional Actions

All Congressional Actions

All Congressional Actions with Amendments
With links to Congressional Record pages, votes,reports




FDsys http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/home.action

FDsys Access is a repository of Conference reports, Congressional bills, Congressional
record, Public laws, United States Code, and Presidential documents or signing statements,
among others. All of these resources are slated for migration to FDsys which is a modern
database containing digitally signed materials

http://www.gpoaccess.gov



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/home.action
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/

