
  

 

 

Date: August 14—18, 2023 

Location 1: McCoy Auditorium, School of Public Affairs 

(August 14-16,2023) 

Location 2: Auditorium, School of Business               

(August 17-18, 2023) 
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Daily  Schedule  

(McCoy Audi tor ium, School  of  Publ ic  Affa irs  )  

Monday, August 14, 2023   

Time:  8:00—8:50 AM  Breakfast and Sign-In    

Time:  9:00—9:25 AM 

Topic: Welcome and Introduction of Thurgood Marshall Law Administrators and First Year Faculty  

Presenter: Okezie Chukwumerije, Interim Dean and Professor of Law  
                          

Time:  9:25—10:25 AM 

Topic:  How to Brief Cases 

Presenter: Ahunanya Anga, Associate Dean of Teaching and Faculty Development  

                      Lisa DeLaTorre, Associate Director of Academic Success and Bar Readiness   

                      Ronald Hopkins, Assistant Director of Academic Success and Bar Readiness 

                      Daniel Dye, Assistant Director of Academic Success and Bar Readiness 

                      Reem Haikal, Assistant Professor of Law 
 

Time:  10:25—10:50 AM 

Topic:   How to Outline 

Presenter:  Academic Success 
 

Time:  11:00—11:25 AM 

Topic:  Ways to Thrive in Law School: Tips for Wellness, Managing Stress and Anxiety 

Presenter: Alicia Freeman, Texas Lawyers Assistance Program, TLAP 
 

Time:  11:25 —11:50 PM 

Topic:  Mindfulness! Meditation! Why It Can Be a Game Changer for You  

Presenter: Lydia Johnson, Professor of  Law and Faculty Advisor, TMSL Honor Court  
 

Time:  12:00—1:00 PM  Lunch Provided  
 

Time:  1:00—1:25 PM 

Topic:             Character and Fitness 

Presenter: Nahdiah Hoang, Executive Director, Texas Board of Law Examiners 
 

Time:  1:25 —1:50 PM  

Topic:  Character and Fitness Amendments for TMSL  

Presenter: Crystal Ridgley, Associate Dean of Admissions 

  Gabriel Aitsebaomo, Professor of Law and Admissions Committee Chair 
 

Time:  2:00 —2:50 PM  

Topic:             How to Study/How to Write an Application 

Presenter: Academic Success 
                        

Time:  3:00—3:25 PM 

Topic:  Yesterday’s Review, Academic Standards Petition, Legislative Externship  

Presenter: James M. Douglas, Distinguished Professor of Law 
 

Time:  3:25—3:50 PM 

Topic: Welcome from State Bar of Texas and Texas Young Lawyers Association (TYLA)  

Presenter: Attorney Laura Gibson, Immediate Past President of the State Bar of Texas 

 Attorney Ashley Hymel  

 Attorney Timothy Adams, District 6, Place 6, Harris County District Attorneys Office                       
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Daily  Schedule  

(McCoy Audi tor ium, School  of  Publ ic  Affa irs  )  

Tuesday, August 15, 2023  

Time:  8:00—8:50 AM Breakfast and Sign-In and Student ID Pickup 

  

Time:  9:00—9:50 AM 

Topic:  Briefing and Outlining               

Presenter: Academic Success  

  

Time:  10:00—10:50 AM 

Topic:  Writing an Application or Analysis 

Presenter: Academic Success  

 

Time:  11:00—11:50 AM 

Topic:  How to Write for Law School—CRAC/IRAC 

Presenter: Academic Success  

 

Time:  12:00—1:15 PM  Lunch Provided by BARBRI  

 

Time:  1:25—1:50 PM 

Topic:  Academic Standards/Academic Affairs 

Presenter: Shaundra Lewis, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of Law  

 

Time:  2:00—2:50 PM 

Topic:  Student Conduct  

Presenter: Shaundra Lewis, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of Law  

  Tanisha Green, Assistant Dean of Student Development 

  Lydia Johnson, Professor of Law and Faculty Advisor, TMSL Honor Court  

  Jennifer Points, Assistant Professor of Law, TMSL Honor Court 

  Regal Dean, Chief Justice, TMSL Honor Court 

                      Roman Porsche, Chief Prosecutor, TMSL Honor Court 

 

Time:  3:00 —3:25 PM 

Topic:  Title IX 

Presenter: Armand Byrd, TSU Title IX Investigator and Compliance Officer  

  Cheryl Cash, Adjunct Professor, TMSL  Title IX Liaison  

  

Time:  3:25—3:50 PM 

Topic:  Campus Police and Parking Management  

Presenter:       TSU Police Department  
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Daily  Schedule  

(McCoy Audi tor ium, School  of  Publ ic  Affa irs  )  

Wednesday, August 16, 2022    

 

Time:   8:00—8:50 AM  

  Breakfast and Sign-In and Student ID Pickup    

 

Time:  9:00—9:50 AM 

Topic:  Briefing and Outlining 

Presenter: Academic Success  

 

Time:  10:00—10:50 AM 

Topic:  Writing an Application 

Presenter: Academic Success 

 

Time:  11:00—11:50 AM 

Topic:  How to Write for Law School - CRAC/IRAC  

Presenter: Academic Success 

 

Time:  12:00—1:00 PM  Lunch Provided 

 

Time:  1:00—1:25 PM 

Topic:  Student Disability Services  (Accommodations)  

Presenter: Kirsten Butler, Coordinator of TSU Student Accessibility Services Office (SASO) 

  Sharron Benavides, Director of Student Accessibility Services Office                  

 

Time:  1:25—1:50 PM 

Topic:  Student Counseling  

Presenter: Crystal Taylor, Counselor, TSU University Counseling Center  

     

Time:  1:50 – 2:15 PM  

Topic:  Registration, Exam Numbers, Instructional Support 

Presenter:       Pearly Pendenque, TMSL Registrar 

  Amy Ratra, Associate Dean of Student Services and Instructional Support 

 

Time:  2:30—4:30 PM 

Topic:  Computer Training  

Presenter: Westlaw and LexisNexis 

Location:         Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Room 202 (Sections 1 & 2) 

                       Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Room 203 (Sections 3 & 4) 

 

Time:  6:30—7:30 PM (Online Session) 

Topic:  Financial Planning for Law School  

Presenter: Access Lex and Academic Success 

Video Conference Link: https://accesslex-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NTcTdJSIR7GFSSuwI-v5HQ   
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Daily  Schedule  

(Audi tor ium, School of  Business)  

Thursday, August 17, 2023  

   

Time:  8:00—8:50 AM  Breakfast and Sign-In & Student ID Pickup  

 

Time:  9:00—9:50 AM 

Topic:  Briefing and Outlining 

Presenter: Academic Success  

 

Time:  10:00—10:50 AM 

Topic:  How to Write for Law School-CRAC, IRAC  

Presenter: Academic Success  

 

Time:  11:00—11:50 AM 

Topic:  Time Management and Schedules-How To Do Law School  

Presenter:       Academic Success 

 

Time:  12:00—1:00 PM Lunch Sponsored by TSU Newman Center 

 

Time:  1:00—1:15 PM 

Topic:   Civil Procedure Connected Quizzes and Practice Perfect Registration  

Presenter:  Suzy Coit, Aspen Publishing  

 

Time:  1:15—1:50 PM  

Topic:  Review, Q&A     

Presenter:       Academic Success 

  

Time:  2:00—2:25 PM 

Topic:  Earl Carl Institute (ECI) 

Presenter: Cheri A. Buggs, Assoc. Director for Special Projects & Student Development (ECI) 

 

Time:  2:25—2:50 PM 

Topic:  Clinical Programs & Externships 

Presenter: Thelma Harmon, Director of Clinical Education and Associate Professor of Law 

 

Time:  3:00—  3:50 PM 

Topic:  Career Services 

Presenter: Sarah Doezema, Assistant Dean of Career Services 
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Daily  Schedule  

(Auditor ium, School  of  Bus iness )  

Friday, August 18, 2023  (Business  Formal Attire) 

 

8—8:50 AM Breakfast and Sign-In 

 

Time:  9:00—9:50 AM   

Topic:  The Importance of Equity and the Law on Society  

Presenter: Jenn Hunter ‘10, Chief Impact Officer, Big 12 Conference  

                       

Time:  10:00—10:50 AM 

Topic:  SBA Student Organizations Fair     

Presenter:       Aaron Abram, SBA President 

                      Student Organizations 

 

Time:  11:00 —11:50 AM 

Topic:  Professionalism and Law School Oath 

Presenters: Attorney Peter Clark ‘96 

  Honorable Vonda Bailey ‘14, 255th Family District Court  

 

Time:  12:00—12:10 PM  Alumni Welcome and Introduction 

Time:            12:10—12:25 PM Keynote Address 

Time:            12:35—2:00 PM Lunch Pickup and Breakout Sessions          

Hosted by: Thurgood Law Alumni Board  

                       ( Please see the schedule sent from Thurgood Law Office of Advancement &                         

Alumni Engagement. )  
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Legal  Pedagogy  

Legal Opinions 

 

What’s in a Legal Opinion 

 Caption 

 Case Citation 

 Author of Opinion 

 Facts of the Case 

 Law of the Case 

 Concurring or Dissenting Opinions 

 

Common Legal Terms Found in Opinions 

 Read cases with a legal dictionary nearby! 

 Learn terms for civil and criminal disputes 

 Learn basic terms in appellate litigation 

 

What You Need to Learn From Reading a Case 

 Facts 

 Specific Legal Arguments Made by the Parties 

 Disposition – The Action the Court Ultimately Took 

 Reasoning of the Majority Opinion 

 Significance of the Majority Opinion 

 Understand Any Concurring or Dissenting Opinions 

 

Why Do Law Professors Use the Case Method? 

 The Historical Reason: We inherited English tradition of Common Law or “judge-made law.” Judges can only decide 
real cases or controversies precedent and stare decisis 

 

Why do Professors Use the Case Method? 

 The Practical Reason/Lawyering Skill: Reasoning By Analogy – Compare your facts to other sets of facts 

 

When You First Begin Reading Opinions 

 Before Worrying About Briefing, You Must: (1) Read the case critically and (2) understand the coherent big picture 

 Use the Beginning Case Reading Worksheet: it will serve as a template. Print out copies or fill out individual copies as 
you read. This will make briefing go faster and will train your brain to see what you need as you read 
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10 Things Lists 
 

By First Day of Classes 

1. Create separate folders for all five classes. 

2. Set up at-home study area. 

3. Update your computer with virus protection, word processor, etc. 

4. Purchase all office supplies: pens, pencils, legal pads, highlighters, rolling-bag/backpack, lock for locker, 
calendar. 

5. Create a professional email address 

6. Buy/order online all casebooks for the semester. 

7. Have a few suits and professional outfits that fit ready to be worn to school. 

8. Get student ID card and library card. 

9. Print schedule and have a copy with you for the first week of school. 

10. Clean up social networking pages to reflect a more professional image. 

 

By the End of the Your First Week 

1. Get parking permit. 

2. Have all casebooks. 

3. Take time to look at each class syllabus – put important dates in your calendar and start dividing reading 
pages.  

4. If a tutor has been assigned, get his/her contact information. 

5. Pick your seat in the class wisely. 

6. Start getting yourself in the habit of not getting distracted by social media. 

7. If you were not able to get used books for a good price, buy new. 

8. Get a locker if you are planning to use one. 

9. If you have any issues outside of law school (car mechanic, home, etc.), try to get that fixed before busy 
times start. 

10. Get all unfinished paperwork for the school done. You don’t want to leave anything behind. 

Legal  Pedagogy Cont .  
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By the End of Your First Month 

1. Begin outlining for each class. 

2. Know what study habits are best for you. 

3. Reflect on how you have been utilizing your time, make adjustments if you see areas you could be more 
productive. 

4. Know midterm exams schedule, have those dates in your calendar. 

5. Get advice from your tutor or professor about your outline and case brief. 

6. Strategize how will you approach exams and how to study (flash cards, Emanuel outlines, etc.) 

7. Get study supplements from the school library. Good books finish first. 

8. If you have issues with any concept, approach your professor or tutor and ask. Please don’t wait until late 
in the semester. 

9. Study for class as if you’re studying for the exam. The week of exams flies fast therefore, you should always 
be prepared. 

10. Be confident; this will be an amazing ride. 

10 Things Lists cont. 

Legal  Pedagogy Cont .  



12 

 

Thurgood Marshall School of Law has a comprehensive Office of Academic Success and Bar Readiness 

(OAS), and professional staff are here to support you at every point in your law school career. 

Dean Ronda Harrison leads the office, with additional support from three Assistant Directors: Ronald 

Hopkins, Lisa DeLaTorre and Daniel Dye . (A quick note on appropriate forms of address: “Dean Harrison” , 

“Director Hopkins” or “Mr. Hopkins”, “Director DeLaTorre” or “Ms. DeLaTorre”, “Director Dye” or “ Mr. 

Dye”.) 

OAS will communicate with you using your TSU/TMSL student email account. It is your responsibility to 

check that account frequently to stay up to date on all the important programming and announcements we 

have to offer! 

Office of Academic Success and Bar Readiness, programming for 1Ls: 

1. Tutorials: For  each of your  1L doctr inal classes, your  section will be assigned a tutor . Each 

tutor holds a tutorial session once per week, beginning early in the semester. This means you have 

access to four hours of tutorials nearly every week during your fall semester of your 1L year, and five 

hours during spring. Attendance is taken at every session; you should attend every single session of 

tutorials. 

 

2. Tutorial Lab: The student tutor ial lab is staffed by high-achieving upper-level students who each 

hold office hours ten hours per week and who provide tutorial services to any student who stops by 

for assistance.  Office hours will be available early in the fall. Stop in to the tutorials lab to see how 

they can help you! 

 

3. One-on-One Appointments: Do you have a question about law school in general, a specific class, 

or about a skill you hope to develop? We can help with all of that. Make an appointment or drop by! 

 

4. Practice Exams: bar  exam preparation begins now, dur ing the first year of Law School. In the 

next session offered by OAS, you will see how ALL of your first year subjects are tested on the bar 

exam. At the end of each semester OAS administers a practice mini-uniform exam covering all of the 

first-year doctrinal courses (torts, contracts, property, civil procedure, and criminal law. These 

comprehensive exams allow you to engage in self-assessment, to know your strengths, and where you 

need to work harder, while you have plenty of time to do so. 

 

5. Need something else? Just ask! We are here to suppor t each student’s success from Orientation 

through bar passage. 

Off ice of  Acadimic Success  and Bar Readiness :   

Here to Support  Your Success  
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Academic Success  and Bar Readiness  Cont .  

Your Bar Exam: preparation begins now 
 

 

 

 

  Subjects tested on the Bar Exam 1L required courses 

1 Civil Procedure                        → Civil Procedure 

2 Contracts                                  → Contracts 

3 Criminal Law Constitutional    
Protections→ 

Criminal Law (spring only) 

4 Real Property                          → Property 

5 Torts                                         → Torts 

6 Evidence   

7 Constitutional Law   
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Weekly Study Schedule (Orientation Sample 1L Sec 2) 

Academic Success  and Bar Readiness  Cont .  

  Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday Friday Sat. Sunday 

8am Commute/Library 
Review for K 
(8:30-8:50) 

Commute/Library 
  

Commute/Library 
Review for K 
(8:30-8:50) 

Commute/
Library 

Commute/Library 
Review for K 
(8:30-8:50) 

    

9am Contracts Class 
(9-9:50) 

 Prof. Eluyode 

LP Class 
(9-9:50) 

Prof. Cash 

Contracts Class 
(9-9:50) 

 Prof. Eluyode 

LP Class 
(9-9:50) 

Prof. Cash 

Contracts Class 
(9-9:50) 

 Prof. Eluyode 

  Chores 

10am Recap K (10-10:25) 
w 5 min break 
Review Prop 
10-30-11:50) 

Recap LP 
(10-10:25) 

Review Civ Pro 
(10:30-11-50) 

Recap K (10-10:25) 
w 5 min break 
Review Prop 
10-30-11:50) 

Recap LP 
(10-10:25) 
Review Civ 

Pro (10:30-11
-50) 

Recap K (10-10:25) 
w 5 min break 
Review Prop 
(10-30-11:50) 

Contracts 
Study/Group 

(10-11:30) 

Chores 

11am Property Class 
(11-11:50) 

 Prof. Duruigbo 

Civ Pro Class (11
-12:15) 

Prof Points 

Property Class 
(11-11:50) 

 Prof. Duruigbo 

Civ Pro Class 
(11-12:15) 
Prof Points 

Property Class 
(11-11:50) 

 Prof. Duruibgo 

Contracts 
Study/Group 

(10-11:30) 

Torts H/W (11
-1pm) 

noon Recap Prop 
+Lunch (12-12:30) 

Review Torts 
 (12:30-1:50) 

  
Recap Civ Pro 
(12:30-1pm) 

Recap Prop 
+Lunch (12-12:30) 

Review Torts 
(12:30-1:50) 

  
Recap Civ Pro 
(12:30-1pm) 

Recap Prop 
+Lunch (12-12:30) 

Review Torts 
(12:30-1:50) 

Property 
Study/Group 

(12-1:30) 

Torts H/W 
(11-1pm) 

1pm Torts  Class 
(1-1:50) 

 Prof. Fain 

Lunch + Break 
(1-2pm) 

Torts  Class 
(1-1:50) 

 Prof. Fain 

Lunch+ Break 
(1-2pm) 

Torts  Class 
(1-1:50) 

 Prof. Fain 

Property 
Study/Group 

(12-1:30) 

Lunch Break/
Chores 

2pm Recap Torts 
(2-2:30) 

Break- 2:30-3pm 

Torts H/W 
2-4pm 

Recap Torts 
(2-2:30) 

Break- 2:30-3pm 

LP (RS) Class 
(2-2:50) 

 Prof. Harris 

Recap Torts 
(2-2:30) 

Break- 2:30-3pm 

Torts Study/
Group 

(2-3:30) 

Prop H/W 
(2-4pm) 

3pm Commute or Civ 
Pro H/W (3-5pm) 
  

Torts H/W 
2-4pm 

Commute or Civ 
Pro H/W (3-5pm 

Recap LP R 
Class/LP H/W 

Commute or Civ 
Pro H/W (3-5pm 

Torts Study/
Group 

(2-3:30) 

Prop H/W 
(2-4pm) 

4pm Commute or Civ 
Pro H/W (3-5pm 

  

Commute or 
Break (4-4:30) 
--Prop H/W-- 
(4:30-6:30) 

Commute or Civ 
Pro H/W (3-5pm 

Commute or 
Break (4-4:30) 
--Prop H/W-- 
(4:30-6:30) 

Commute or Civ 
Pro H/W (3-5pm 

Civ Pro 
Study/Group 

(4-5:30) 

Break/
Chores 

5pm Break- (5-5:30) 
LP H/W 

(5:30-6:30) 

Prop H/W 
(4:30-6:30) 

Break- (5-5:30) 
LP H/W 

(5:30-6:30) 

Prop H/W 
(4:30-6:30) 

Free Time Civ Pro 
Study/Group 

(4-5:30) 

Contracts H/
W (4-6pm) 

6pm Commute or 
Dinner Break 

Dinner Break Commute or 
Dinner Break 

Dinner Break Free Time Dinner Contracts H/
W (4-6pm 

7pm Study Con-
tracts 

(7:30-8:30) 

Contracts H/W 
(7-9pm) 

Study Property 
(7:30-8:30) 

Contracts H/
W (7-9pm) 

Free Time Free 
Time 

Dinner 

8pm Study Con-
tracts 
Break 

(8:30-9pm) 

Contracts H/W 
(7-9pm) 

Study Property 
Break 

(8:30-9pm) 

Contracts H/
W (7-9pm) 

Free Time Free 
Time 

Complete lefto-
ver H/W/

Optional Study 

9pm Study Torts 
(9-10pm) 

  

Break (9-9:30) 
Study Civ Pro 
(9:30-10:30) 

Flex Study/
Outlines 

Break (9-
9:30) 

Study LP 
(9:30-10:30) 

Free Time Free 
Time 

Complete lefto-
ver H/W/

Optional Study 

10pm Flex Study/
Outlines 

  

Study Civ Pro 
(9:30-10:30) 

Flex Study/
Outlines 

Study Civ Pro 
(9:30-10:30) 

  Free 
Time 

Complete lefto-
ver H/W/

Optional Study 

11pm 
  

Flex Study/
Outlines 
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  Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday Friday Sat. Sunday 

8am   
  

            

9am   
  

            

10am   
  

            

11am   
  

            

noon   
  

            

1pm   
  

            

2pm   
  

            

3pm   
  

            

4pm   
  

            

5pm   
  

            

6pm   
  

            

7pm   
  

            

8pm   
  

            

9pm   
  

            

10pm   
  

            

11pm 
  

              

12pm 
  

              

Academic Success  and Bar Readiness  Cont .  
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